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Parents and students try to reunite after a student was shot and critically wounded on the first day of classes at Perry Hall High School, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in Perry 
Hall, Md. A 15-year-old suspect was taken into custody shortly after the shooting, according to police. No one else was reported injured. 

(AP Photo/Steve Ruark) 


Baltimore student opens fire on first day of school 


By ALEX DOMINGUEZ 

Associated Press 

PERRY HALL, Md. (AP) — 

A 15-year-old student 
opened fire on the first day 
of classes at a Baltimore 
County high school Mon¬ 
day, getting off two shots 
and wounding a classmate 
before being rushed by 
teachers, authorities said. 
The assailant was taken into 
custody after the shooting 
and was cooperating with 
investigators, police said. 
Baltimore County Police 
Chief James Johnson said 
police do not believe the 
shooter was targeting the 
victim, a 17-year-old male. 


Johnson did not identify the 
type of weapon the shoot¬ 
er used. 

Jordan Coates, a 17-year- 
old student who was in the 
cafeteria at the time of the 
shooting, said the student 
used a shotgun. 

The shooter walked into the 
cafeteria of the Perry Hall 
High School about 10:45 
a.m., Johnson said. He 
fired one shot before being 
grabbed by teachers, and 
then another shot went off, 
the police chief said. 
Johnson said the shooter 
acted alone. He did not 
answer questions about a 
possible motive. 


Baltimore County State's 
Attorney Scott Shellen- 
berger said it was too early 
to know what charges the 
shooter would face. Po¬ 
lice said they would work 
with prosecutors to deter¬ 
mine whether he would be 
charged as an adult. 

The victim remained in criti¬ 
cal condition at Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center on 
Monday evening, a hospi¬ 
tal spokeswoman said. 

The suspect's father spoke 
to a reporter at his home 
Monday evening and said 
his son was the shooter. 
The Associated Press is not 
identifying the teen or his 


family because he is a ju¬ 
venile and has not been 
charged. When asked 
about a motive for the 
shooting, the father indi¬ 
cated his son had been 
bullied. He gave no further 
details. 


A woman who was also at 
the home and said she was 
related to the father, gave 
the following statement on 
the family’s behalf: “We 
are horrified. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Venezuela’s Chavez criticized in refinery explosion 


WILLIAM NEUMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
CARACAS, Venezuela 

A deadly explosion 
at Venezuela's largest 
oil refinery over the 
weekend has unleashed 
a barrage of criticism 
at the government's 
management of the state- 
run oil company, Petroleos 
de Venezuela. Even as 
President Hugo Chavez has 
turned the oil company 
into the financial engine 
of his socialist revolution, 
critics say it has neglected 
essential activities like 
maintenance, safety and 
the development of new 
sources of production. 

The accident, at the Amuay 
refinery in Punto Fijo, which 
killed at least 48 people, 
has quickly become an 
issue in Chavez’s campaign 
for re-election. 

Monday, his opponent, 
Henrique Capriles Radonski, 
faulted the president in 
unusually direct language 
for his handling of the 
explosion. 

“If there was negligence, 
the country has the right 
to know it,” Capriles said, 
calling for an in-depth 
investigation. 

He criticized the safety 
record of the oil company, 
also known as PDVSA, and 
said he would do a better 
job of running the company 
if he were elected. 

Eddie Ramirez, a former 
PDVSA executive who is 
part of a watchdog group 
that monitors Petroleos de 
Venezuela, said it reported 
an accident rate in 2011 


that was nine times greater 
than the rate of Colombia’s 
state oil company, 
Ecopetrol. 

Chavez and PDVSA have 
defended their record in 
the wake of the accident. 
On Sunday, Chavez 
warned against trying to 
take political advantage 
of the tragedy. He said 
that the accident would 
be investigated and that 
it was too early to identify 
the cause, including 


whether it was related to 
maintenance. 

“Lack of maintenance, 
who can say that right now 
with seriousness?” Chavez 
said. “No one.” 

The oil minister, Rafael 
Ramirez, who is president 


of Petroleos de Venezuela, 
said Monday that Capriles 
“doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about” and said 
PDVSA had invested heavily 
in maintenance, including 
at the Amuay plant. 

But Chavez, who has been 
battling cancer and has 
cut back on his once active 
schedule, has appeared 
out of touch at times. He 
was unaware that fire had 
spread Monday to a third 
fuel tank at the refinery, and 


he has sounded dismissive 
in his answers to questions 
from journalists about local 
residents who had not 
received help from the 
authorities or who claimed 
to have smelled leaking gas 
well before the explosion. 


The company’s response 
has also seemed erratic. 
Officials backed off 
promises to have the 
refinery back in operation 
within two days of the 
explosion. And despite 
assurances that the fire in 
two fuel tanks was under 
control, it spread to the 
third tank, which burst into a 
hug ball of flames, sending 
National Guard soldiers, 
journalists and bystanders 
running. Venezuela has 


the largest oil reserves in 
the world and its economy 
relies heavily on PDVSA, 
whose foreign oil sales 
accounted for 95 percent 
of total export income last 
year, according to central 
bank data. □ 


US military: No 
charges in Quran 
burning, video 

LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Six 

U.S. Army soldiers and three 
Marines escaped crimi¬ 
nal charges for mistakenly 
burning Qurans and urinat¬ 
ing on the corpses of Tal¬ 
iban insurgents in Afghani¬ 
stan, but they received ad¬ 
ministrative punishments, 
U.S. military officials said 
Monday. 

A military investigation con¬ 
cluded that miscommu- 
nications, poor guidance 
and soldiers' decisions to 
take “the easy way instead 
of the right way” resulted in 
the burning of more than 
300 Qurans and other reli¬ 
gious books at a U.S. base 
in Afghanistan early this 
year. 

U.S. military leaders wide¬ 
ly condemned both the 
Quran burning and the 
urination, which was cap¬ 
tured on video. The Quran 
burning triggered Afghan 
riots and retribution killings, 
including two U.S. troops 
who were shot by an Af¬ 
ghan soldier and two U.S. 
military advisers who were 
gunned down at their desks 
at the Interior Ministry. 

The exact punishments 
were not disclosed Mon¬ 
day, and it was not clear 
whether the lack of crimi¬ 
nal charges would trigger 
any protests in Afghanistan. 
Administrative punishments 
could include demotions, 
extra duty, forfeiture of pay 
or a letter in their file. They 
also could stall future ad¬ 
vancement and end mili¬ 
tary careers. 

Aimal Faizi, a spokesman 
for Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai, said Karzai's office 
would review the decisions 
and wait until Tuesday to 
respond. 

The news on the punish¬ 
ments came late at night in 
Afghanistan. 

Afghan officials have 
claimed the Quran burn¬ 
ing was intentional, and 
the incident reinforced 
perceptions in the country 
that Americans are insensi¬ 
tive to the Afghans’ religion 
and culture. 

Discipline against a Navy 
sailor in the Quran burning 
was dismissed. □ 


US decries deaths in Syria; against French plans 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
M. PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama ad¬ 
ministration expressed opposition at 
French President Francoise Hollande's 
call for the Syrian opposition to quickly 
form a provisional government, say¬ 
ing it was premature when the oppo¬ 
nents to Syrian President Bashar Assad 
are still so fractured. 

American officials said Monday the 
French announcement wasn’t coor¬ 
dinated with other nations that have 
been working on a diplomatic solu¬ 
tion to the civil war and that the U.S. 
wouldn’t echo Hollande's proposal 
any time soon. 


The administration on Monday also 
decried the death of more than 300 
people in Damascus’ suburbs over 
the weekend, including civilians killed 
at point-blank range and others as 
they were lining up to buy bread. 
State Department spokeswoman Vic¬ 
toria Nuland said 150 people were 
killed in a single location in fighting on 
the outskirts of the Syrian capital. She 
said some were killed point-blank “in 
the most brutal way at the hands of 
the regime," and that the U.S. death 
toll was based on information from its 
contacts within the Arab country. 
Syrian opposition activists say as many 
as 600 people were killed by govern¬ 
ment forces in the Damascus suburb 


of Daraya. The violence was remark¬ 
able even after 18 months of govern¬ 
ment repression and civil warfare that 
has killed more than 20,000 people, 
according to activists. 

Despite the escalating violence, Nu¬ 
land did not endorse Hollande’s pro¬ 
posal in what was billed as a major 
foreign policy address for the frac¬ 
tured Syrian opposition to form a pro¬ 
visional government. Hollande said 
France would be prepared to recog¬ 
nize that government over President 
Bashar Assad’s regime. 

“It’s a matter for them to decide if and 
when they may be prepared to start 
naming folks," Nuland told reporters in 
Washington.^ 



Alexi Villanueva sprays water to prevent the spread of fire near the Amuay refinery in Punto Fijo, 
Venezuela, Aug. 27, 2012. The accident early Saturday morning killed at least 41 people. 

(Meridith Kohut/The New York Times) 
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Isaac has eye on New Orleans 


Baltimore student opens 
fire on first day of school 



Trade Bradford, of Perry Hall, Md., consoles her daughter Leah, 
a student at Perry Hall High School who says she was in the 
school’s cafeteria when a student was shot there and critically 
wounded on the first day of classes, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in 
Perry Hall, Md. A 15-year-old suspect was taken into custody 
shortly after the shooting, according to police. No one else was 
reported injured. 

(AP Photo/Steve Ruark) 


Continued from front 


We did not see this com¬ 
ing and our thoughts and 
prayers are with the victim 
and the victim’s family.” 

No one answered the door 
Monday evening at the 
home of the alleged shoot¬ 
er’s mother. A sign at the 
house said, “We don’t call 
911" and had a carved re¬ 
lief of a gun. 

Coates said he watched 
teachers, including guid¬ 
ance counselor Jesse Was- 
mer, pin the student against 
a vending machine. 

“My back was to the 
door. I heard a pop and 
thought it was a bag be¬ 
cause people do that, but 
then I heard another one,” 
Coates said. “And I turned 
around and a teacher had 
a kid pinned up against the 
vending machine, and I 
saw the barrel, and anoth¬ 


er shot goes off and people 
just start running.” 

Coates credited Wasmer 
with helping to stop the 
shooting, and numerous 
students went on Twitter to 
thank him. 

“He grabbed the gun from 
the kid and got him” until 
other teachers came over, 
Coates said. 

“We have some heroic and 
brave faculty members,” 
Schools Superintendent 
Dallas Dance said. “They 
responded very quickly to 
minimize damage.” 

Kelsey Long, a junior at Per¬ 
ry Hall who was in the cafe¬ 
teria, said she also thought 
the first gunshot was some¬ 
one popping a bag. 

“But then we heard it again 
and again and everyone 
started screaming and 
ran out to the front of the 
school,” Long told the AP in 
a Twitter message.Q 


KEVIN McGILL 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

center of Tropical Storm 
Isaac’s projected path 
took it directly toward New 
Orleans for a projected 
landfall as early as Tuesday 
night, nearly seven years to 
the day after Hurricane Ka¬ 
trina devastated the city. 
Forecasters on Monday 
said Isaac will intensify into 
a Category 1 hurricane 
later Monday or Tuesday — 
far less powerful than Ka¬ 
trina in 2005. Still, 
residents shuddered and 
President Barack Obama 
declared a state of emer¬ 
gency in Louisiana, making 
federal funding available 
for emergency activities re¬ 
lated to the storm. 

Isaac, which left 24 dead 
in Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic over the week¬ 
end, has shifted course 
from Tampa, 

where the Republican Na¬ 
tional Convention pushed 
back its start to Tuesday in 
case the storm passed clos¬ 
er to the gulfside city. 
Hurricane warnings extend¬ 
ed across some 330 miles 
(530 kilometers) Monday, 
from Louisiana to western 
Florida. 

The National Hurricane 
Center said Isaac was ex¬ 
pected to have top winds 
of around 95 mph (153 kph) 
when it hits land. Katrina’s 
winds reached a high of 
more than 157 mph (252 
kph) when it hit on Aug. 29, 
2005. 

The size of the warning area 
and the storm's wide bands 
of rain and wind prompted 
emergency declarations 
in Mississippi, Florida and 
Alabama as well. Evacu¬ 
ations were ordered for 


some low-lying areas, and 
hurricane-tested residents 
were boarding up homes 
and stocking up on food 
and water. 

Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency officials 
said the updated flood de¬ 
fenses around New Orleans 
are equipped to handle 
storms stronger than Isaac. 
Levee failures led to the 
catastrophic flooding in the 
area after Katrina, which 
killed 1,800. 

In New Orleans, officials 
had no plans to order 
evacuations and instead 
told residents to hunker 
down and make do with 
the supplies they had. 

“It's going to be all right," 


said New Orleans Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu. 

As of 8 p.m. EDT (2000 
GMT) on Monday, Isaac 
remained a tropical storm 
with winds of 70 mph (110 
kph). Its center was about 
230 miles (370 kilometers) 
southeast of the mouth of 
the Mississippi River, and it 


was moving northwest at 
10 mph (17 kph). 

A tropical system becomes 
a Category 1 hurricane 
once winds reach 74 mph 
(119 kph). The storm’s cen¬ 
ter was located about 255 
miles (415 kilometers) south¬ 
east of the mouth of the 
Mississippi River and was 
moving northwest at 12 
mph (19kph). Storm surge 
was considered a major 
threat. 

Not everyone was waiting 
to see what happened. 
Shawanda Harris lost every¬ 
thing she owned when her 
New Orleans apartment 
was flooded during Katrina. 
On Monday, her neighbor¬ 
hood was packing up and 


leaving. She planned to 
caravan out of the city with 
relatives. 

“People ain’t taking 
chances now,” she said. 
She said Isaac was com¬ 
ing — just as Katrina did — 
at the end of the month, 
when many people are 
low on money. □ 



Workers stack sandbags on top of retaining wall baskets in 
preparation for Tropical Storm Isaac, which is expected to make 
landfall on the Louisiana coast as a hurricane, in Port Sulphur, La., 
Monday, Aug. 27, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 
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Storm-shortened RNC set to nominate Romney 


TAMPA, Florida (AP) — The 

storm-shortened Republi¬ 
can National Convention 
begins in earnest Tuesday, 
a three-day coronation of 
Mitt Romney as the party’s 
rival to President Barack 
Obama. Republicans seek 
to use the high-profile stage 
to rally their base, win over 
undecided voters and hu¬ 
manize a candidate often 
seen as aloof and wooden. 
Once the scene of dra¬ 
matic floor fights and 
backroom deals that de¬ 
termined nominees, U.S. 
political conventions are 


now carefully orchestrated 
spectacles with few surpris¬ 
es. Romney locked up the 
nomination months ago so 
there will be no mystery in 
the roll call of state dele¬ 
gates affirming his nomina¬ 
tion Tuesday. 

Still, conventions are 
among the most closely 
watched events in the 
campaign, allowing the 
candidates to lay out their 
visions directly to millions 
of television viewers and 
marking the start of the fi¬ 
nal stretch in the marathon 
presidential race. 


And even the most careful¬ 
ly crafted convention inevi¬ 
tably has surprises — such 
as the cancellation of the 
first day’s activities Monday 
because of Tropical Storm 
Isaac. Republican Party 
Chairman Reince Priebus 
gaveled the session to or¬ 
der Monday, then immedi¬ 
ately recessed it. 

Though the storm no longer 
threatens Tampa, it could 
affect the convention. 
It could reach hurricane 
strength and make landfall 
along the northern Gulf of 
Mexico coast, forcing Rom¬ 
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Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney and his wife Ann, leave Brewster Academy after 
working on convention preparations, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in 
Wolfeboro, N.H. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 


ney to share the spotlight. 
Republicans may also 
have to scale down their 
celebration so they are 
not seen as partying as the 
storm barrels toward land. 
Democrats have sought 
to cast Romney and fellow 
Republicans as indifferent 
to the hardships of non- 
wealthy Americans and 
Republicans recall how 
President George W. Bush 
was roundly criticized for 
his handling of Hurricane 
Katrina in the same region 
that killed 1,800 people al¬ 
most exactly 7 years ago. 
Bush is not attending the 
convention. “You can tone 
down the happy-days-are- 
here-again a bit,” said Rich 
Galen, a veteran Repub¬ 
lican consultant in Wash¬ 
ington. “Maybe you don’t 
have the biggest balloon 
drop in history.” 

Romney said Tuesday 
that he hoped those in 
the storm's path would 
be “spared any major de¬ 
struction” but indicated 


there were no thoughts of 
canceling the convention. 
“We’ve got a great con¬ 
vention ahead,” he de¬ 
clared at his summer home 
in New Hampshire. 

There was speculation that 
the Romney would make 
an unannounced visit to 
the convention hall Tues¬ 
day night when his wife, 
Ann, was on the speaking 
program. The campaign 
would confirm only that he 
was flying to Tampa in time 
to do so. 

The Republican gathering, 
followed by next week’s 
Democratic convention, 
comes as opinion polls 
show the presidential race 
nearly even, although it 
appeared Obama had a 
slim advantage in battle¬ 
ground states where the 
election is most likely to be 
decided. 

Obama’s approval ratings, 
which soared early in his 
presidency, have tumbled 
as he deals with stubbornly 
high unemployment.O 
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San Fran archbishop-elect in drunk arrest 


Archbishop 
apologizes for 
abuse claim 

REEDSPORT, Oregon (AP) — 

The archbishop of Portland 
issued an apology that was 
read at Sunday Mass to a 
woman who settled a law¬ 
suit claiming she was sexu¬ 
ally abused by a priest in 
the 1980s. 

Carolee Horning, 41, was at 
St. John the Apostle Parish 
in Reedsport when the let¬ 
ter from Archbishop John 
Vlazny was read, the Eu¬ 
gene Register-Guard news¬ 
paper reported. 

The priest, the Rev. Edward 
Altstock, was a family friend 
when he headed the par¬ 
ish from 1984 to 1986, and 
Horning was a teenager 
who had been an altar girl. 
She said she was flattered 
by gifts and attention from 
such a figure of author¬ 
ity, and he pursued her for 
years, even visiting her in 
Corvallis when she was a 
student at Oregon State 
University. “Father Altstock 
was a friend of the Horn¬ 
ing family and took unfair 
advantage of the high re¬ 
gard in which the family 
held him,” said the letter 
read by Monsignor Dennis 
O'Donovan, the second- 
ranking official in the arch¬ 
diocese. “He was a trust¬ 
ed pastor and betrayed 
that trust.” The Register- 
Guard said Altstock was 
not charged with a crime 
because the situation was 
beyond the statute of 
limitations. He declined to 
comment on the case, the 
newspaper said. Calls Mon¬ 
day from The Associated 
Press to a number listed for 
Altstock went unanswered. 
This summer, the archdio¬ 
cese, which does not dis¬ 
pute the claims of a sexual 
relationship, settled with 
Horning for $480,000 and 
the promise of a personal 
apology from the pulpit.Q 


ELLIOT SPAGAT 
LISA LEFF 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — The Ro¬ 
man Catholic archbish¬ 
op-elect of San Francisco 
apologized Monday for 
his arrest on suspicion of 
drunken driving, behavior 
he called an “error in judg¬ 
ment” and that legal ex¬ 
perts said was unlikely to 
derail his promotion. 

The Rev. Salvatore Cordil- 
eone said in a statement 
issued by his office that he 
was driving home from a 
dinner with friends in San 
Diego with his mother and 
a visiting priest friend early 
Saturday when he was 
pulled over at a DUI check¬ 
point near San Diego State 
University. 

The statement said a sobri¬ 
ety test showed his blood- 
alcohol level to be above 
the legal limit, although 
Cordileone did not reveal 
by how much. 

“I apologize for my error in 
judgment and feel shame 
for the disgrace I have 
brought upon the Church 
and myself," he said. “I 
pray that God, in His in¬ 
scrutable wisdom, will bring 


some good out of this.” 
Cordileone, 56, currently 
serves as bishop of Oak¬ 
land and is scheduled to 
be installed as San Fran¬ 


cisco archbishop on Oct. 
4, five days before his first 
court date. Pope Benedict 
XVI selected him last month 
to replace Archbishop 
George Niederauer, who is 
retiring in October. 
Cordileone was stopped 
on the outskirts of the cam¬ 


pus, a residential area of 
modest houses, apartment 
buildings and restaurants 
where college students mix 
with the general popula¬ 


tion. 

The archbishop-elect was 
booked into San Diego 
County jail two hours later, 
then released late Saturday 
morning on $2,500 bond, 
sheriff’s records show. The 
San Diego city attorney's 
office, which prosecutes 


misdemeanor DUI offenses, 
said it had not received a 
report on the arrest. 
Cordileone took a breath 
test that confirmed his 
blood alcohol content ex¬ 
ceeded California’s legal 
limit of 0.08 percent, said 
Officer Mark McCullough, 
who declined to say by 
how much. 

“He was a driver that was 
obviously impaired but he 
was quite cordial and po¬ 
lite throughout,” said Mc¬ 
Cullough, who was at the 
scene. “He was not a bel¬ 
ligerent drunk at all... There 
were no problems with him 
throughout the night. 
Cordileone, one of 11 peo¬ 
ple arrested at the check¬ 
point that night, identified 
himself as a priest, said Mc¬ 
Cullough. An officer did an 
Internetsearch and learned 
he was archbishop-elect. 
Canon law experts said a 
criminal charge would not 
automatically prompt a 
delay in Cordileone's instal¬ 
lation as archbishop, which 
is scheduled to take place 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral on 
Oct. 4, the feast day of San 
Francisco’s patron saint, St. 
Francis of Assisi. □ 
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daily: 5:00-7:15 

matinee: 2:30 

late show: 

STEP UP REVOLUTION 

daily: 4:45 - 6:30 - 9:30 

matinee: 2:15 

late show: 11:45 

PARANORMAN 

daily: 4:15 

matinee: 2:00 

late show: 

THE CAMPAIGN 

daily: 8:00-10:00 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

THE WATCH 

daily: 7:30 - 9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

THE EXPENDABLES 2 

daily: 7:30 - 9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

THE BOURNE LEGACY 

daily: 8:45 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 


NEW 

BB fPGl 


rPGl 




CRYSTAL THEATER 


THE EXPENDABLES 2 
Tuesday August 28: 8.30 


Matinee: sat & sun | Late show: fri & sat 



Newly appointed Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, center, 
speaks with other members of the church during a press con¬ 
ference held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco. Cordil¬ 
eone, the Roman Catholic archbishop-elect of San Francisco, 
has been arrested for investigation of driving under the influence 
early Saturday morning in San Diego, says a police spokesman. 

(AP Photo/Michael Short) 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

• LUNCH • DINNER 


FIEE DELIVERY OVER $40 l™ L 

FOR HI AND LOW RISE HOTEL DISTRICT - INCLUDING THE DEACH! I 


ALL YOU CAN 


$ 6.99 




$ 3.99 . 


FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 




OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A. 


10:00 ISH 


5 Burgers Aruba 




LOCATED BEHIND SENOR FROGS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSON HOTEL 
Serving breakfast from 8:00 am til 12:00 noon 


BURGERS HANDPRESSED / DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! I 


Prosecutor: 

US murder case uncovers terror plot 


RUSS BYNUM 
Associated Press 
LUDOWICI, Georgia (AP) — 

Four Army soldiers based 
in southeast Georgia killed 
a former comrade and his 
girlfriend to protect an an¬ 
archist militia group they 
formed that stockpiled as¬ 
sault weapons and plotted 
a range of anti-government 
attacks, prosecutors told a 
judge Monday. 

Prosecutors in rural Long 
County, near the sprawl¬ 
ing Army post Fort Stewart, 
said the militia group of ac¬ 
tive and former U.S. military 
members spent at least 
$87,000 buying guns and 
bomb components. They 
allege the group was serious 
enough to kill two people 
— former soldier Michael 
Roark and his 17-year-old 
girlfriend. Tiffany York — by 
shooting them in the woods 
last December in order to 
keep its plans secret. 

“This domestic terrorist orga¬ 
nization did not simply plan 
and talk,” prosecutor Isabel 
Pauley told a Superior Court 
judge. “Prior to the murders 
in this case, the group took 
action. Evidence shows the 
group possessed the knowl¬ 
edge, means and motive 
to carry out their plans.” 
One of the Fort Stewart 
soldiers charged in the 
case, Pfc. Michael Burnett, 
also gave testimony that 
backed up many of the as¬ 
sertions made by prosecu¬ 
tors. 

The 26-year-old soldier 
pleaded guilty Monday to 
manslaughter, illegal gang 
activity and other charges. 
He made a deal to co¬ 


operate with prosecutors 
against the three other sol¬ 
diers. 

Prosecutors said the group 
called itself F.E.A.R., short 
for Forever Enduring Always 
Ready. Pauley said authori¬ 
ties don’t know how many 
members it had. 

Burnett, 26, said he knew 


the group’s leaders from 
serving with them at Fort 
Stewart. He agreed to testi¬ 
fy against fellow soldiers Pvt. 
Isaac Aguigui, identified by 
prosecutors as the militia’s 
founder and leader, and 
Sgt. Anthony Peden and 
Pvt. Christopher Salmon. 

All are charged by state 
authorities with malice mur¬ 
der, felony murder, criminal 
gang activity, aggravated 
assault and using a firearm 
while committing a felony. 


A hearing for the three sol¬ 
diers was scheduled Thurs¬ 
day. 

Prosecutors say Roark, 19, 
served with the four de¬ 
fendants in the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team of the Ar¬ 
my’s 3rd Infantry Division 
and became involved with 
the militia. Pauley said the 


group believed it had been 
betrayed by Roark, who 
left the Army two days be¬ 
fore he was killed, and de¬ 
cided the ex-soldier and 
his girlfriend needed to be 
silenced. 

Burnett testified that on the 
night of Dec. 4, he and the 
three other soldiers lured 
Roark and York to some 
woods a short distance 
from the Army post under 
the guise that they were 
going target shooting. Q 



U.S. Army Sgt. Anthony Peden, 25, left, and Pvt. Isaac Aguigui, 
19, are led away in handcuffs after appearing before a 
magistrate judge at the Long County Sheriffs Office in Ludowici, 
Ga. Prosecutors say a murder case against the four soldiers in 
Georgia has revealed they formed an anarchist militia within the 
U.S. military with plans to overthrow the federal government. The 
Associated Press reports Monday, Aug. 27, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Lewis Levine) 


Two charged in death of 
NY girl, 5, found in trash 

Associated Press 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. (AP) — Authorities say two teenag¬ 
ers are facing charges in connection with the death of a 
5-year-old New York girl whose body was dumped in a 
trash can. 

The family of Isabella Tennant called police Monday morn¬ 
ing to say she was missing from her great-grandmother’s 
Niagara Falls home, where she’d been staying overnight. 
Isabella’s great-grandmother said she'd last seen her 
Sunday night with 16-year-old neighbor and family friend 
John Freeman. 

Authorities say 18-year-old Tyler Best went to police Mon¬ 
day and led them to her body, which he said he helped 
Freeman hide. 

Police have charged Freeman as an adult. They say Free¬ 
man is charged with murder and Best is charged with 
tampering with evidence. 

Freeman and Best are in custody and can’t be reached 
for comment. 

There’s no listed home phone number for them.Q 

Deutsche Bank exec files 
$50M claim against LAPD 

GREG RISLING 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A senior executive at Deutsche Bank 
has filed a $50 million claim against the city of Los Angeles, 
alleging he was beaten by two officers during a bizarre 
incident after they dropped him off at a motel where they 
ordered him to stay until the following morning. 

Brian Mulligan, 53, filed the claim, a precursor to a law¬ 
suit, earlier this month, saying his injuries included a broken 
nose and shoulder. He said he suffers from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and his medical bill could reach $1 million 
because of his encounter with police. 

“I think their actions were excessive,” Mulligan’s attorney, 
J. Michael Flanagan, said of the officers Monday. “I don’t 
know why they did what they did, but as soon as we file 
a lawsuit, we can get depositions and find out what they 
did.” 

Police arrested Mulligan for investigation of resisting ar¬ 
rest, but county prosecutors declined to file charges. A 
declination letter from prosecutors said Mulligan had 
been “acting crazy” and was injured after he swung and 
lunged at officers who restrained him. 

Police declined comment Monday, citing the pending 
claimO 
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Judge stirs Texas city 
with talk of rebellion 

MANNY FERNANDEZ 
© 2012 New York Times 

LUBBOCK, Texas - A hearing on a proposed tax increase 
had just started at the county courthouse here Monday 
when Grace Rogers, a retired teacher, addressed local 
leaders. Rogers said she supported the idea of a 1.7 per¬ 
cent increase to finance the hiring of additional sheriff’s 
deputies - with one reservation. 

It was that, she said, “it does not fund a paramilitary to 
create an insurrection and rebellion against the United 
States.” 

Her comments might have sounded absurd at some other 
time, in some other place. But these days in Lubbock, a 
West Texas city known as the birthplace of the 1950s rock 
‘n’ roll pioneer Buddy Holly, Rogers’ request was timely 
and appropriate, under the circumstances. 

A few days before, the county’s top elected official. 
Judge Tom Head, made an appearance on a local tele¬ 
vision station to generate support for the tax increase. 
He said he was expecting civil unrest if President Barack 
Obama was re-elected, and that the president would 
send U.N. forces into Lubbock, population 233,740, to stop 
any uprising. 

“He is going to try to hand over the sovereignty of the Unit¬ 
ed States to the U.N.,” Head said on Fox 34 last week. “OK, 
what’s going to happen when that happens? I’m thinking 
worst-case scenario. Civil unrest, civil disobedience, civil 
war, maybe. And we’re not talking just a few riots here 
and demonstrations, we’re talking Lexington, Concord, 
take up arms and get rid of the guy.” 

And if fhe president did send in U.N. troops. Head con¬ 
tinued, “I don’t want ‘em in Lubbock County. OK. So I’m 
going to stand in front of their armored personnel carriers 
and say, ‘You're not coming in here."’ 

The sheriff, he added, had said, “I'll back you.” 

“Well, I don’t want a bunch of rookies back there,” Head 
explained. “I want trained, equipped, seasoned veteran 
officers to back me.” 

Head, a Republican who serves as the county’s emergen¬ 
cy management director and presides over the commis¬ 
sioner’s court, made international headlines. He has not 
apologized, though he said his statements were taken out 
of context and he was only using civil unrest as an exam¬ 
ple of how he must prepare for worst-case scenarios. 

On Monday, Head sat straight-faced and calm at the 
hearing as more than two dozen residents sounded off on 
the tax increase and his statements. In an interview, the 
county sheriff, Kelly Rowe, said he never had any discus¬ 
sions with Head involving any Obama-related uprisings 
or invasions, but he declined to say what he thought of 
Head’s remarks. To many in Lubbock, talk of U.N. armored 
personnel carriers rolling down the brick-paved Buddy 
Holly Avenue, past the Greyhound bus station and the 
Disabled American Veterans thrift store, has been an out¬ 
rage and an embarrassment.O 


Most Americans say the rich 
do not pay enough in taxes 


HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

the income gap between 
rich and poor widens, a 
majority of Americans say 
the growing divide is bad 
for the country and believe 
that wealthy people are 
paying too little in taxes, 
according to a new survey. 
The poll released Monday 
by the Pew Research Cen¬ 
ter points to a particular 
challenge for Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney, whose party's pol¬ 
icies are viewed by a wide 
majority as favoring the rich 
over the middle class and 
poor. 

The poll found that many 
Americans believe rich 
people to be intelligent 
and hardworking but also 
greedy and less honest 
than the average Ameri¬ 
can. Nearly six in 10, or 58 
percent, say the rich don’t 
pay enough in taxes, while 
26 percent believe the rich 
pay their fair share and 8 
percent say they pay too 
much. 

Even among those who de¬ 
scribe themselves as “up¬ 
per class” or “upper middle 
class,” more than half — or 
52 percent — said upper- 
income Americans don’t 
pay enough in taxes; only 
10 percent said they paid 
too much. This upper tier 
was more likely to say they 
are more financially secure 
now than 10 years ago — 
62 percent, compared to 
44 percent for those who 
identified themselves as 
middle class and 29 per¬ 
cent for the lower class. 
They are less likely to report 
problems in paying rent 
or mortgage, losing a job, 
paying for medical care or 
other bills and cutting back 


on household expenses. 

The findings come at the 
start of this week’s Repub¬ 
lican National Convention 
and as both Romney and 
President Barack Obama 
seek to appeal to a broad 
swath of financially strug¬ 
gling voters who identify as 
middle class. Romney sup¬ 
ports an extension of Bush- 
era tax cuts for everyone 
including the wealthiest 2 
percent, and says his poli¬ 
cies will benefit the middle 
class by boosting the econ¬ 
omy and creating jobs. 

“The fact that Romney 
may be viewed as wealthy 
doesn't necessarily pose 
problems for his candida¬ 


cy,” said Kim Parker, associ¬ 
ate director of Pew Social 
& Demographic Trends, 
noting that people see the 
wealthy as having both 
positive and negative at¬ 
tributes. “The challenge for 
Romney lies more in the fact 
that large majorities say if 
he is elected president, his 


policies would likely benefit 
the wealthy.” 

The results reinforce a tide 
of recent economic data 
showing a widening eco¬ 
nomic divide. America’s 
middle class has been 
shrinking in the stagnant 
economy and poverty is 
now approaching 1960s 
highs, while wealth con¬ 
centrates at the top. A 
separate Pew survey ear¬ 
lier this year found that ten¬ 
sions between the rich and 
poor were increasing and 
at their most intense level in 
nearly a quarter-century. 

In fact, well-off people do 
shoulder a big share of the 
tax burden. Though house- 


(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 

holds earning over $1 mil¬ 
lion annually comprise just 
0.3 percent of all taxpayers, 
they pay 20 percent of all 
federal taxes the govern¬ 
ment is projected to collect 
this year, according to the 
Tax Policy Center, a non¬ 
partisan group that studies 
tax policy. □ 



Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney and running 
mate Paul Ryan, featured in campaign buttons ahead of the 
Republican National Convention in Tampa, Fla. As the income 
gap between rich and poor widens, a majority of Americans say 
the growing divide is bad for the country and believe that wealthy 
people are paying too little in taxes, according to a new survey. 
The poll released Monday by the Pew Research Center points to 
a particular challenge for Romney, whose party's policies are 
viewed by a wide majority as favoring the rich over the middle 
class and poor. 
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Mexican police detained in attack on US agents 


MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

judge ruled Monday that 12 
police officers accused of 
opening fire on a U.S. em¬ 
bassy vehicle and wound¬ 
ing two embassy employ¬ 
ees should remain in de¬ 
tention in an incident that 
has roiled U.S./Mexican re¬ 
lations and drawn fresh at¬ 
tention to serious problems 
inside Mexico's premier 
law-enforcement agency. 
Mexican and U.S. officials 
have offered sketchy offi¬ 
cial accounts of the shoot¬ 
ing that do not address the 
possible reason why Mexi¬ 
can federal police opened 
fire Friday on an armored 
sport-utility vehicle with dip¬ 
lomatic license plates car¬ 
rying a Mexican Navy cap¬ 
tain and two employees of 
the country's closest ally. 
The federal police officers 
were ordered detained un¬ 
der a form of house arrest 
for 40 days on suspicion of 
abusing their authority. That 
charge can entail both 
criminal wrongdoing and 
extreme negligence. That 
leaves open the possibility 
of both a deliberate attack 
on the Americans by cor¬ 
rupt officers and a gross er¬ 
ror by well-intentioned but 


trigger-happy police oper¬ 
ating in a dangerous area. 
Relatives and supporters of 
the detained cops gath¬ 
ered Monday outside pros¬ 
ecutors' offices in the city of 
Cuernavaca, just south of 
Mexico City, to protest their 
detention. 

Waving placards and 
shouting slogans, the rela¬ 
tives briefly blocked the 
vans that were to take the 
officers to a house-arrest fa¬ 
cility in Mexico City. 

The relatives claimed the 
officers were simply doing 
their jobs in setting up a 
dragnet for criminals. The 
protesters later allowed the 
vans carrying the detained 
officers to leave for the 
capital. 

Experts said that either sce¬ 
nario was cause for pessi¬ 
mism about the federal po¬ 
lice, which has long been 
touted as the best hope for 
Mexico's gaining control of 
its struggle with organized 
crime. 

“We're looking at another 
example of why there’s sig¬ 
nificant concern over how 
Mexico has gone about 
training its federal police,” 
said Samuel Logan, direc¬ 
tor of the security consult¬ 
ing firm Southern Pulse. 
Mexican municipal and 


state police are seen as 
widely corrupt, incompe¬ 
tent or both. 

Military troops have been 
accused of an increasing 
number of human rights 
violations since President 
Felipe Calderon sent them 
into the streets in late 2006. 
Largely as a result, Mexico’s 
government has made a 
large-scale effort in recent 


years to retrain the fed¬ 
eral police, purge its ranks 
of corrupt officers and in¬ 
crease its numbers from 
6,000 to more than 35,000 
officers. 

“They have been pushed to 
do a lot in a very short time 
and they are recruiting a lot 
of young people and they 
try to push them through 
the training process very 


quickly to use new equip¬ 
ment, and to handle new 
intelligence and to handle 
operations that are proba¬ 
bly better handled by well- 
seasoned veterans,” said 
Dr. Tony Payan, an expert 
on Mexico's effort to com¬ 
bat drug cartels and visiting 
fellow at the James A. Bak¬ 
er Institute for Public Policy 
at Rice University.Q 



Relatives of the federal policemen involved in last week's shooting against a U.S. embassy ve¬ 
hicle try to block the exit of a van carrying the officers to a federal detention center outside of 
the Attorney General’s office in the city of Cuernavaca, Mexico, Monday Aug. 27, 2012. A judge 
ruled Monday that the 12 police officers accused of opening fire on a U.S. embassy vehicle and 
wounding two embassy employees should remain in detention in an incident that has roiled U.S./ 
Mexican relations and drawn fresh attention to serious problems inside Mexico's premier law- 
enforcement agency. 

(AP Photo/Tony Rivera) 


Young South African adventurer shot in Peru 



In this photo released on Monday Aug. 27, 2012 by the fam¬ 
ily of South African adventurer David du Plessis, 24, du Plessis 
holds up the fig of South Africa as he reaches the summit of 
Mount Mismi located in the Andes mountain range of Peru. 
David du Plessis, 24, was shot three times and robbed by two 
young men Saturday, Aug. 25, while seeking to follow the 
Amazon River from its origin to its mouth. He is now in stable 
condition at a Lima hospital. 

(AP Photo/David du Plessis family) 


FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — A young 
South African adventurer 
seeking to follow the Ama¬ 
zon River from its origin to its 
mouth was in stable condi¬ 
tion in a Lima hospital Mon¬ 
day after being shot and 
robbed by a pair of youths 
while on a Peruvian tributary, 
authorities said. 

David du Plessis, 24, was shot 
three times by two young 
men Saturday while kayak¬ 
ing down the Ucayali River 
near the provincial capital 
of Pucallpa, said his father, 
Louis du Plessis. 

“They set up an ambush 
and they shot him from the 
woods,” he said. The first shot 
knocked the young man from 
the kayak, the second hit him 
as he headed for shore and 
the third when he reached 
shore, his father said. 

“Fie realized the only way 


he could get away was 
to run" so he ran about 
three miles (5 kilometers) 


despite internal bleed¬ 
ing and a neck wound 
that would interfere with 


his speech when he ar¬ 
rived in a village wearing 
only swimming shorts and 
a T-shirt, said his father, who 
flew from the United States 
to be with him. The young 
adventurer, who began his 
journey in late June, was 
taken downriver in a mo¬ 
torized canoe and arrived 
in Pucallpa after dusk, said 
Margot Sanchez, whose 
brother speaks some Eng¬ 
lish and alerted du Plessis' 
mother by phone. 

“He was losing a lot of 
blood,” said Sanchez. 

“Our son is lucky to sur¬ 
vive. It was 10 hours before 
he got to hospital,” said 
the young man’s mother, 
Robyn Wolff, from Durban, 
South Africa. 

David du Plessis was flown 
to Lima on Sunday, thanks 
in part to employees of the 
local subsidiary of the bev¬ 
erage company SABMiller, 


his parents said. 

He was in intensive care at 
the Anglo-American Hos¬ 
pital. The hospital’s medi¬ 
cal director. Dr. Edgar Te¬ 
jada, said he was in stable 
condition. David du Plessis 
has temporarily lost some 
hearing, had to have fluid 
drained from one lung and 
apparently has a pellet 
lodged in or near his heart, 
said his father, a U.S.-based 
yacht captain retired from 
the South African navy. 

“If he had gotten shot with 
anything other than a shot¬ 
gun he would not be here 
with us. He is very, very 
lucky,” said Louis du Plessis. 
The regional police com¬ 
mander in Pucallpa, Col. 
Cesar Augusto Larrea, told 
The Associated Press that 
investigators had gone 
upriver to try to locate the 
assailants but had so far 
made no arrests. □ 
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Our Kitchen is open from 
10 AM - 10PM 
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Once you visit downtown don ’t forget 
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Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 
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Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 



German FM: Euro crisis will define image of Europe 


BERLIN (AP) — Europe’s han¬ 
dling of the financial crisis 
will determine the way other 
regions of the world and its 
own citizens view the con¬ 
tinent, affecting foreign in¬ 
vestment and prospects for 
closer political union, Ger¬ 
many's foreign minister said 
Monday. 

Speaking at an annual gath¬ 
ering of German ambassa¬ 
dors and foreign diplomats 
in Berlin, Guido Westerwelle 
said the debate over how 
to resolve the eurozone’s 
woes was causing a “cri¬ 
sis of faith" in the 27-nation 
European Union that could 
lead to it becoming side¬ 
lined by newly emerging 
powers in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. 

“The image of Europe as a 
functioning political union 
is now on probation in the 
eyes of the citizens of our 


countries,” Westerwelle 
said, adding that Germa¬ 
ny, too, has a reputation 
to lose as a steadfast sup¬ 
porter of European inte¬ 
gration. 

His remarks came after 
some lawmakers in Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel's rul¬ 
ing coalition expressed 
skepticism over the week¬ 
end at Greece's ability to 
stay in the eurozone. 
Westerwelle cautioned 
against resurgent nation¬ 
alism almost 70 years after 
the end of World War II, 
echoing Merkel's call for 
all comments on Greece 
and other eurozone 
members to be carefully 
weighed. Greece's Prime 
Minister Antonis Samaras 
last week complained 
that what he called a “ca¬ 
cophony” of criticism was 
harming his country. 



German Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle right, and his 
counterpart from Greece, Dimitris Avramopulos, left, in Berlin, 
Germany. Westerwelle said the debate over how to resolve the 
eurozone's woes was causing a “crisis of faith” in the 27-nation 
European Union. 

(AP Photo/Michael Sohn) 


“It’s important that in all 
of our debates...we meet 
each other with respect,” 
said Westerwelle. “This is 
particularly true for the 
most economically power¬ 
ful country in Europe, Ger¬ 
many." 

He suggested that the idea 
of a European constitution, 
in which countries cede 
more powers to EU institu¬ 
tions, should be revived. 
The last attempt to intro¬ 
duce such a constitution 
collapsed in 2005 when it 
was rejected by voters in 
France and the Nether¬ 
lands. 

“It’s a project that we 
shouldn’t abandon,” said 
Westerwelle. “I would also 
be in favor, if there were to 
be a European constitution 
one day, that it should also 
be put before the people 
in a referendum. 


France seeks closer EU ties amid financial uncertainty 


SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — President Fran¬ 
cois Hollande called Mon¬ 
day for closer ties among 
eurozone nations and said 
France is ready to imme¬ 
diately start talks toward 
greater political union in 
Europe — notably with 
Germany. In a speech to 
France’s ambassadors, Hol¬ 
lande said Europe faced 
dwindling unity, soaring 
debt and weakening indus¬ 
try, and urged leaders in the 
17-nation eurozone to meet 


more often than twice 
a year as they do now. 
“The role of the Eurogroup 
and its president must be 
strengthened,” he said. 
The wide-ranging speech 
covered ties to the 
French-speaking world, vi¬ 
olence in Syria, terrorism in 
France’s former colonies in 
Africa and major bilateral 
relationships such as with 
the U.S., China, Russia and 
Japan. But he called the 
European financial crisis 
“our greatest challenge.” 
Hollande called for ap- 
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Colombia’s Santos: “exploratory talks” held with FARC 


VIVIAN SEQUERA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— President Juan Manuel 
Santos said Monday that his 
government has opened 
“exploratory talks” with Co¬ 
lombia's main rebel group 
in a bid to end a stubborn 
half-century-old conflict. 
Santos’ announcement in 
a brief televised address 
confirmed mounting rumors 
of talks, supposedly held in 
Cuba, between represen¬ 
tatives of his government 
and the leftist Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, 
which is largely a peasant 
army. 

Santos offered no details of 


the talks, such as when they 
began, where they have 
been held, who has par¬ 
ticipated or what has been 
discussed. 

“In the coming days the 
results of the conversations 
with the FARC will become 
known,” said Santos, whose 
government was able to se¬ 
cure congressional enact¬ 
ment in June of a “peace 
framework” law thaf would 
provide amnesty to rebel 
leaders. 

The FARC, estimated to 
number about 9,000 fight¬ 
ers, suffered major defeats 
during a decade-long U.S.- 
backed military buildup 
from 2000-2010 but have re- 
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Colombia’s President Juan Manuel Santos delivers a speech dur¬ 
ing a televised address to the nation at the presidential palace in 
Bogota, Colombia, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012. Santos said his gov¬ 
ernment has held exploratory talks with rebels of the the leftist 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara) 


cently stepped up hit-and- 
run attacks, including sabo¬ 
tage of oil and coal mining 
installations. On Sunday, a 
car bomb in a rural area of 
the southeastern state of 
Meta killed six people, in¬ 
cluding two children. 


Santos said military opera¬ 
tions would continue “on 
every single centimeter of 
national territory” during 
whatever peace process 
might emerge. 

That statement was a clear 
allusion to the last peace di¬ 


alogue held with the FARC, 
when the government 
ceded a Switzerland-sized 
swath of southern Colom¬ 
bia to the rebels from 1999- 
2002 and reconciliation ef¬ 
forts collapsed as the guer¬ 
rillas continued to mount at¬ 
tacks elsewhere on security 
forces, kidnap politicians 
and traffic in cocaine.“We 
will learn from the errors of 
the past in order not to re¬ 
peat them,” Santos said.His 
announcement followed a 
report Monday by the Ven¬ 
ezuelan TV network Telesur 
that Colombia had signed 
an agreement in Havana 
earlier in the day to begin 
peace talks in Oslo, Nor¬ 
way beginning in October. 
Colombian officials would 
neither confirm nor deny 
that report. Santos has 
faced withering criticism 
from his predecessor, con¬ 
servative hardliner Alvaro 
Uribe, over his peace over¬ 
tures to the FARC. □ 


Tensions mount between 
Iraqi forces, Iranian exiles 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A group 
of Iranian exiles that has 
for years clashed with the 
Iraqi government said they 
were attacked Monday 
by military forces as they 
prepared to take the lat¬ 
est necessary step toward 
being resettled outside the 
country. 

A statement by the Peo¬ 
ple's Mujahedeen Organi¬ 
zation of Iran said its mem¬ 
bers were beaten with 
sticks, metal bars, stones 
and other objects, leaving 
20 people wounded. 
Gorges Bakoos, an adviser 
to Iraq’s premier, described 


a shoving match Monday 
afternoon between soldiers 
and the Camp Ashraf resi¬ 
dents. He strongly denied 
there was violence or inju¬ 
ries. 

The exiles, also known by 
their Farsi name Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq, have lived 
for decades at their sprawl¬ 
ing settlement in north¬ 
east Iraq, known as Camp 
Ashraf. The group seeks the 
overthrow of Iran’s cleri¬ 
cal leaders, and was given 
sanctuary in Iraq by former 
dictator Saddam Hussein as 
a snub to Tehran. 

But Iraq’s current Shiite-led 


government, which has 
been building ties with Iran, 
says the exiles are a terror¬ 
ist group that is living in Iraq 
illegally. The U.S. considers 
the PMOI as a terrorist or¬ 
ganization, but is weighing 
delisting them in a decision 
that a federal court has 
ordered must be made in 
coming weeks. 

Tensions between the PMOI 
and the Iraqi government 
escalated into deadly mili¬ 
tary raids on Camp Ashraf 
in 2009 and 2011, and the 
U.N. is trying to peacefully 
resettle the PMOI in third- 
party nations. □ 
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AP: Insurgents behead 17 
Afghan civilians at a party 


10,000 Syrian refugees stuck 
at Turkish border 


PATRICK QUINN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

Insurgents beheaded 17 
people at a party in a Tal¬ 
iban-controlled area, and 
an Afghan soldier killed two 
U.S. troops, bringing the 
two-day death toll Monday 
to about 30. 

Near-daily attacks by mili¬ 
tants and increasingly fre¬ 
quent deadly violence 
against NATO troops by 
their Afghan allies highlight 
an embarrassing failure of 
Western policy: After nearly 
12 years of military inter¬ 
vention, the country is not 
pacified. Once the United 
States and other coun¬ 
tries pull out their troops, 
chaos seems almost cer¬ 
tain to return and Taliban 
domination in large parts 
of the country is hardly 
implausible. The behead¬ 
ings occurred in southern 
Helmand, the same prov¬ 
ince where more than 100 
insurgents attacked an 
Afghan army checkpoint 
and killed 10 soldiers. 
Helmand was the center- 
piece of President Barack 
Obama’s surge, when he 
ordered 33,000 additional 
U.S troops to Afghanistan 
to help the military with a 
counterinsurgency plan. 
That plan hoped to turn 
the tide in Helmand and 
neighboring Kandahar and 
establish the governmental 
institutions that would allow 
the Afghan government to 
take control of the Taliban 
heartland. 

Two years later, however, 
Helmand is still so lawless 
that Afghan government 
officials couldn’t even go 
to the Taliban-controlled 


town where the behead¬ 
ings were reported. Many 
Afghans in the south, the 
Taliban’s birthplace and 
the home of the country’s 
Pashtun speaking popula¬ 
tion, are leery of a govern¬ 
ment that many consider 
to be corrupt and ineffec¬ 
tive. 

The problem is compound¬ 
ed by a rapid reduction in 
American and internation¬ 
al aid, which fueled most 
of the growth in the south 
in recent years. Afghani¬ 
stan, one of the world’s 
10 poorest countries, has 
received nearly $60 billion 
in civilian aid since 2002. 
Now it stands to receive 
$16 billion, or about $4 bil¬ 
lion a year, in the next four 
years. By comparison, the 
U.S. alone spent that much 
in 2010. Analysts also say 
that a public worn down 
by a war that began just 
a month after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks no lon¬ 
ger cares about Afghani¬ 
stan, and that the war 
has slipped off the radar 
screens and is now consid¬ 
ered by many to be over. 
“The problem with this atti¬ 
tude is that Afghanistan — 
or whatever the crisis may 
be — has a life of its own. 
Men and women keep dy¬ 
ing, and U.S. policies keep 
accelerating the centrifu¬ 
gal forces that are driving 
the country toward civil 
conflict, which may have 
profound implications for 
future regional and interna¬ 
tional security,” said Sarah 
Chaynes, a senior associ¬ 
ate with the Carnegie En¬ 
dowment for International 
Peace, in a commentary 
published Sunday.Q 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Some 10,000 Syrian refu¬ 
gees are waiting on the 
Syrian side of the border 
as Turkey rushes to build 
more camps to accommo¬ 
date the influx and carries 
out more stringent security 
checks on the newcomers, 
Turkish officials said Mon¬ 
day. 

The developments under¬ 
score the growing toll Syr¬ 
ia's civil war is having on 


neighboring countries, sev¬ 
eral of which have seen a 
massive flow of Syrians try¬ 
ing to escape the conflict 
which activists estimate 
has killed more than 20,000 
people since March of last 
year. 

Turkey has so far taken in 
more than 80,000 Syrians, 


and all nine Turkish refugee 
camps along the border 
are full. Until recently, new¬ 
comers were being housed 
in schools, dormitories or 
sports centers near the bor¬ 
der while Turkish authori¬ 
ties scamper to construct 
four new camps that will 
increase Turkey’s capacity 
to 100,000 refugees. 

The refugees still stuck on 
the Syrian side will be al¬ 
lowed in “within a day or 
two" when a new camp 
near the border becomes 


operational, a Turkish of¬ 
ficial said, adding that Tur¬ 
key's Red Crescent organi¬ 
zation was providing emer¬ 
gency aid to the refugees 
as they wait to cross into 
Turkey. 

Another official said Turkey 
was also carrying out more 
stringent security checks 


on the refugees, adding to 
the delay in bringing them 
across the border. The tight¬ 
er checks come amid Turk¬ 
ish fears that Kurdish rebels 
fighting for self-rule in south¬ 
east Turkey may be coming 
in through Syria. There are 
also concerns that foreign 
jihadists are moving in and 
out of Turkey to fight the 
Syrian regime. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause of government rules 
that bar civil servants from 
speaking to the media 
without prior authorization. 
Turkey’s foreign minister, 
Ahmet Davutoglu, has said 
the United Nations should 
establish refugee camps 
inside Syria and that his 
country would struggle to 
cope if the refugee num¬ 
bers rise substantially. 
“Turkey is carrying out its 
humanitarian duties to¬ 
ward the Syrian people 
with whom it has historic 
brotherly ties,” Davuto¬ 
glu said Monday. “On the 
other hand, the increasing 
numbers are becoming an 
encumbrance. The inter¬ 
national community must 
help share this burden." 
Also Monday, Turkish televi¬ 
sion NTV broadcast a video 
of Cuneyt Unal, a Turkish 
journalist who is reportedly 
being held in Syrian gov¬ 
ernment captivity. Turkey’s 
state-run news agency An- 
adolu said the video was 
first shown on a pro-regime 
television station in Syria. 
Unal was working as a cam¬ 
eraman for the U.S.-funded 
al-Hurra network when he 
and a colleague, Bashar 
Fahmi.O 



Syrian girl, Salam Farrouh, 4, who fled her home with her family 
due to fighting between the Syrian army and the rebels, holds 
her doll while playing with other children, as they and their fami¬ 
lies take refuge at the Bab Al-Salameh border crossing, in hopes 
of entering one of the refugee camps in Turkey, near the Syrian 
town of Azaz, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. Thousands of Syrians who 
have been displaced by the country's civil are struggling to find 
safe shelter while shelling and airstrikes by government forces 
continue. 

(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) 
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Burger boom as fast food finds fans in Baghdad 


ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Bagh¬ 
dad’s embattled residents 
can finally get their milk¬ 
shakes, chili-cheese dogs 
and buckets of crispy fried 
chicken. Original recipe or 
extra spicy, of course. 

A wave of new American- 
style restaurants is spread¬ 
ing across the Iraqi capital, 
enticing customers hungry 
for alternatives to traditional 
offerings like lamb kebabs 
and fire-roasted carp. 

The fad is a sign that Iraqis, 
saddled with violence for 
years and still experiencing 
almost daily bombings and 
shootings, are prepared to 
move on and embrace or¬ 
dinary pleasures — like stuff¬ 
ing their faces with pizza. 
Iraqi entrepreneurs and in¬ 
vestors from nearby coun¬ 
tries, not big multinational 
chains, are driving the 
food craze. They see Iraq 
as an untapped market of 
increasingly adventurous 
eaters where competition 
is low and the potential re¬ 
turns are high. 

“We're fed up with tradi¬ 
tional food,” said govern¬ 
ment employee Osama 
al-Ani as he munched on 
pizza at one of the packed 
new restaurants last week. 
“We want to try something 
different.” 

Among the latest additions 
is a sit-down restaurant 
called Chili House. Its glossy 
menu touts Caesar salads 
and hot wing appetizers 
along with all-American 
entrees like three-way chili, 
Philly cheesesteaks and 
a nearly half-pound “Big 
Mouth Chizzila” burger. 

On a recent afternoon, uni¬ 
formed servers navigated a 
two-story dining room bus¬ 
tling with extended families 
and groups of teenagers. 
Toddlers wandered around 


an indoor play area. 

The restaurant, located in 
the upscale neighborhood 
of Jadiriyah, is connected 
to Baghdad's only branch 
of Lee's Famous Recipe 
Chicken, a U.S. chain con¬ 
centrated in a handful of 
Midwestern and Southern 
states. 

Azad al-Hadad, manag¬ 
ing director of a company 
called Kurdistan Bridge that 
brought the restaurants to 
Iraq, said he and his fel¬ 


low investors decided to 
open them because they 
couldn’t find decent fried 
chicken and burgers in 
Iraq. He called the restau¬ 
rants a safe investment for 
companies like his that are 
getting in early. He already 
has plans to open several 
more branches in the next 
six months. 

“Everybody likes to eat and 
dress up. This is something 
that brings people togeth¬ 


er," he explained. “People 
tell us: ‘We feel like we're 
out of Baghdad. And that 
makes us feel satisfied.’” 
Baghdad’s Green Zone and 
nearby U.S. military bases 
once sported outposts of 
big American chains, in¬ 
cluding Pizza Hut, Burger 
King and Subway, but they 
shut down as American 
troops left last year. Be¬ 
cause they were hidden 
behind checkpoint-con- 
trolled fortifications, most 


ordinary Iraqis never had 
a chance to get close to 
them, anyway. 

Yum Brands Inc., owner of 
fhe Pizza Huf, Taco Bell and 
KFC chains, has no plans 
fo return to Iraq for now, 
spokesman Christopher 
Fuller said. Burger King de¬ 
clined to comment on its 
Iraq plans, and Subway did 
not respond. 

Dining out in Iraq is not with¬ 
out risk. Ice cream parlors, 


restaurants and cafes were 
among the targets of a bru- 
fal string of attacks that tore 
through Iraq on Aug. 16, 
leaving more than 90 peo¬ 
ple dead. 

Iraqis say the chance to 
relax in clean surroundings 
over a meal out is worth 
the gamble. For them, the 
restaurants are a symbol of 
progress. 

“This gives you a feeling 
the country's on the right 
track,” said Wameed Fawzi, 


a chemical engineer enjoy¬ 
ing Lee’s fried chicken strips 
with his wife Samara. 
Baghdad's Mansour district 
is the heart of the fast-food 
scene. 

At the height of sectarian 
fighting in 2006 and 2007, 
it was tough to find shops 
open along the neighbor¬ 
hood’s main drag. Militants 
targeted shop owners in a 
campaign to undermine 
government efforts to re¬ 


store normality. 

These days, roads are 
packed with cars. The tra¬ 
ditional Arabic restaurants 
long popular here now 
find themselves competing 
against foreign-sounding 
rivals such as Florida Fried 
Chicken, Mr. Potato, Pizza 
Boat and Burger Friends. 
There is even a blatant KFC 
knockoff called KFG, which 
owner Zaid Sadiq insists 
stands for Kentucky Family 
Group. He said he picked 
the name because he 
wanted something similar 
to the world-famous fried 
chicken chain. And he be¬ 
lieves his chicken is just as 
good. 

“In the future my restaurant 
will be as famous as KFC. 
Why not?" he said. 

One of Mansour's newest 
additions is Burger Joint, 
a slick shop serving up re¬ 
spectable burgers and 
milkshakes to a soundtrack 
that includes Frank Sinatra. 
It is the creation of VQ In¬ 
vestment Group, a firm with 
operations in Iraq and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Its Mansour store is outfitted 
with stylish stone walls and 
flat-screen televisions. An¬ 
other branch just opened 
across town in the commer¬ 
cial district of Karradah. 

The group also runs fhe Iraq 
franchises of Pizza Pizza, a 
Turkish chain, and is plan¬ 
ning fo launch a new hot 
submarine sandwich brand 
called Subz. 

Mohammed Sahib, VQ’s 
executive manager in Iraq, 
said business has been 
good so far. 

Even so, running a resfau- 
ranf in Iraq is nof without its 
challenges. 

Burger Joint’s servers had to 
give up the iPads they origi¬ 
nally used to take orders 
because the Internet kept 
cutting out, he saidO 



In aThursday, Aug. 23,2012 photo, A customer stands outside Burger Friends restaurant in Baghdad, 
Iraq. A wave of new American-style restaurants is spreading across the Iraqi capital, enticing 
customers hungry for alternatives to traditional offerings like lamb kebabs and fire-roasted carp. 

(AP Photo/Karim Kadim) 




































...RLife Event... 

Renaissance Marina Hotel swings with ‘Groove Department’ 



ORANJESTAD -Augustus - 
Renaissance Aruba Resort 
guests and the local Aru¬ 
ban community had the 
opportunity to enjoy yet 
another RLife LIVE musical 
event on the pool deck 
of the Renaissance Ma¬ 
rina Hotel. This time it was 
‘Groove Department’ who 
entertained everybody 
with fine music. 
Renaissance Aruba Resort 
once again asked their 
guest to “Get out" of their 
hotel rooms and discover 
an exclusive musical event 
by Rlife LIVE. The perfor¬ 
mance by ‘Groove Depart¬ 
ment’ directly from Holland 
was exceptional and well 
received by the mixed 
crowed. The popular tunes 
that were played through 
the night created a great 
ambience on the tropical 
pool deck. 



As a part of the global “Get 
Out & Discover” campaign 
Renaissance Hotels surpris¬ 
es their local visitors and 
guests with international 
and local performances. 



During the ‘Groove De- Blue Bar offered the local and Balashi combined with 

partment’ presentation products like Balashi Chill delicious snacksO 
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Launching a campaign with a new visual image: 



Aruba Bank continues to develop its brand 


- Celebrating the 
launch with a Customer 
Appreciation week! 


ORANJESTAD - August 
25th - As an expression of 
its dynamic and innova¬ 
tive brand, Aruba Bank 
has continually evolved its 
product and is currently 
launching a new visual im¬ 
age as part of its distinctive 
communication style. 

In 2004, Aruba Bank 
launched its new branding 
concept. The bank contin¬ 
ued to mature and prog¬ 
ress internally, in sync with 
its fresh look, also enhanc¬ 
ing the method of commu¬ 
nication with its clients. The 
focal point of Aruba Bank's 
interaction with clients is its 
new visual approach, un¬ 
veiled today by means of a 
singular campaign. 

The change of a visual im¬ 
age is an external expres¬ 
sion of internal processes, 
and is of major importance 
to the company, reflecting 
its dynamic course, and 
evolutionary nature. That 
introduction of new ideas 
and concepts, keeps Aru¬ 
ba Bank in the forefront of 


banking on the island, and 
safeguards it appeal to the 
local community. With the 
change in its visual image, 
Aruba Bank is now pre¬ 
pared to bring change to 
the way it promotes itself, 
and to the way it commu¬ 
nicates, delivering a unique 


message to its clients and 
the public in general. 

Within Aruba Bank’s new 
communication style, the 
bank again demonstrates 
how well it understands its 
clients and their banking 
needs, throughout their en¬ 
tire life cycle. 

The new Aruba Bank ads fo¬ 
cus on the diverse person¬ 
alities who come to Aruba 
Bank for their even more-di- 


verse banking need. As the 
clients present their ques¬ 
tions, the bank answers, 
matching each challenge 
with the appropriate solu¬ 
tion, delivering desirable 
products and services. The 
various personalities used in 
the ads, reflect all walks of 


life, and all target groups. 
Along with a new print cam¬ 
paign, Aruba Bank is also 
launching a refreshed web¬ 
site with a new approach: 
www.arubabank.com, de¬ 
livering a renovated iden¬ 
tity, and concentrating ex¬ 
clusively on clients and their 
financial needs. 

At the same time, Aruba 
Bank has also launched 
Aruba Bank Online (ABO) 


mobile, which allows us¬ 
ers to complete ABO bank 
transactions, via their Black¬ 
berry, Android and Smart¬ 
phone. 

With the completion of the 
project, Aruba Bank want¬ 
ed to celebrate the intro¬ 
duction of its new visual 


image with its clients. The 
special celebration starts 
on August 26th and goes 
on through the entire week. 
From Monday, August 26th, 
until Friday, August 31st, 
clients who visit any of the 
Aruba Bank branches will 
receive a special treat, as 
well as a small token of ap¬ 
preciation, on Monday and 
Friday. 

To make the introduction 
of the new visual image 
even more meaningful, 
Aruba Bank has introduced 
its Aruba Bank Scholarship 
Program. With this program, 
Aruba Bank is lending its 
support to education, help¬ 
ing two future professionals 
to continue with their stud¬ 
ies and become role mod¬ 
els for our community. 
Aruba Bank will fund the 
cost of study for two indi¬ 
vidual students who wish 
to continue their higher 
education on a college or 
university level, in Aruba, 
Curacao, the Netherlands, 
the Unites States, or Cana¬ 
da, for the duration of four 
years. If the students choose 
to continue their studies in 
Aruba or Curacao, they 
will receive a maximum of 
AWG 40.000 divided over 
4 years, and if students de¬ 
cide to continue their stud¬ 
ies in the Netherlands, the 
United States or Canada, 
they will receive a maxi¬ 
mum amount of $40,000, 
spread over 4 years. 

Who can apply? Colegio 


Arubano, IPA, or EPI stu¬ 
dents, above the age of 17, 
who would like to continue 
their higher education on a 
college or university level in 
the field of business, with a 
focus on finances or man¬ 
agement. To be eligible 
for a scholarship, students 
must have a final grade of 
at least 7 for each subject. 
The annual total income of 
the students' parents must 
be below AWG 72.000, or 
below AWG 60.00 in case 
of single parents. The appli¬ 
cant is also required to pres¬ 
ent a letter of good con¬ 
duct, and must sustain his 
claim for a scholarship with 
a letter from the parent(s)’ 
employer, and proof of 
their annual income. 

The suitable scholarship ap¬ 
plicant must be an active 
student and should be able 
to demonstrate that he or 
she is an keen member in 
one or more activities/or¬ 
ganizations that stimulate 
his/her development and 
the development of his/ 
her community in general. 
The applicant must present 
an acceptance letter from 
their University of choice 
and must also write a short 
essay explaining why they 
should be considered for 
the prestigious Aruba Bank 
Scholarship. 

Aruba Bank will begin ac¬ 
cepting student applica¬ 
tions between February 
and May 2013. The appli¬ 
cations will be evaluated 
by the Aruba Bank Scholar¬ 
ship Program Committee. 
The two students chosen 
to receive the Aruba Bank 
Scholarship will be an¬ 
nounced in July 2013. 

For more information about 
the Aruba Bank Scholar¬ 
ship Program, email: ABSP@ 
arubabank.com or call 
Ghislaine Croes at 527 7736, 
during office hours. 

With the introduction of 
Aruba Bank's new visual 
image, the upcoming Cus¬ 
tomer Appreciation Week, 
the exciting ABO mobile 
and the announcement of 
the esteemed Aruba Bank 
Scholarship Program, Aruba 
Bank has again confirmed 
its deep commitment to the 
community and its stead¬ 
fast support of its clientsO 
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Conservationists: 


Oil spill fouls Curacao shore, threatens flamingos 



Photo shows the Isla Oil Refinery in Curacao. An extensive fuel 
spill has fouled a stretch of shoreline and oiled pink flamingos and 
other wildlife in a nature preserve in Curacao, conservationists 
and residents of the tiny Dutch Caribbean island said Monday. 

(Photo) 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— An extensive fuel spill has 
fouled a stretch of shore¬ 
line and oiled pink flamin¬ 
gos and other wildlife in a 
nature preserve in Cura¬ 
cao, conservationists and 
residents of the tiny Dutch 
Caribbean island said Mon¬ 
day. 

The leader of a local envi¬ 
ronmental group said Mon¬ 
day that the spill of crude 
oil at Curacao's Jan Kok 
preserve was from at least 
one storage tank owned by 
the Isla oil refinery, the larg¬ 
est business and employer 
on the southern Caribbean 
island best known for its div¬ 
ing opportunities and col¬ 
orful capital of Willemstad. 
The island’s refinery is run by 
the state-owned oil com¬ 
pany of Venezuela, only 
about 40 miles away. 

“This is probably the biggest 
(environmental) disaster in 


Curacao,” said Peter van 
Leeuwen of the Stichting 
SMOC group. “The whole 
area of Jan Kok is black. The 
birds are black. The crabs 
are black. The plants are 
black. Everything is draped 
in oil.” 


Curacao-based journal¬ 
ist Dick Drayer, who covers 
the Netherlands Antilles for 
Dutch television, estimat¬ 
ed that the spill covers an 
area “of around 30 soccer 
fields.” He added that three 
distinct oil slicks are floating 


offshore and are “threat¬ 
ening the southern coast 
of Curacao. "Photographs 
of Curacao's southern Jan 
Kok area show a darkened 
coast and gobs of oil drip¬ 
ping off of coastline rocks 
and mixing in the surf. Oil- 
smudged flamingos, crus¬ 
taceans, and lizards can be 
seen struggling on the wind¬ 
swept reserve of salt flats. 
Van Leeuwen said the spill 
started threatening wild¬ 
life sometime last week 
but cleanup efforts by the 
company only recently got 
under way at the nature re¬ 
serve, no more than 1,000 
meters away from big tanks 
where Petroleos de Ven¬ 
ezuela SA stores thousands 
of gallons of crude oil. 

“A lot of time has gone by 
without any action. It's been 
about one week before 
somebody at the company 
has done anything at all," 
he said, adding that work¬ 
men are now excavating 


holes on Jan Kok’s beach 
to capture the spilled oil 
and mix it with sand and soil 
in order to cart it away. 
Numerous calls to Kenneth 
Gijsbertha, the Curacao 
spokesman for the Isla oil 
refinery, went unanswered 
Monday. 

The Isla refinery is a sprawl¬ 
ing expanse of metal pipes, 
chemical converters and 
concrete by Willemstad’s 
bay. For years, activists 
have complained about 
the thick haze of smoke 
that sometimes blankets the 
area around the refinery, 
which can produce roughly 
220,000 barrels a day. 
Venezuela’s state-owned 
oil company is grappling 
with arguably more pressing 
problems. On Saturday, a 
huge explosion rocked the 
energy-rich country’s big¬ 
gest oil refinery, unleashing 
a ferocious fire that killed at 
least 39 people and injured 
more than 80 others.Q 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


The Shops at Alhambra Casino 






Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play 
our slots from 10am to 4am and well DOUBLE 
your points for DOUBLE cash back* 


Dining 

- Baskin nubbins 

- Dunkin Donuts 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 


















Tuesday, August 28, 2012 


^ I LOCAL 



Every Tuesday Night in Oranjestad: 

Enjoy Aruba’s Cultural Entertainment at the Bon Bini Festival! 



The island of Aruba invites 
you to come and enjoy our 
cultural richness through mu¬ 
sic, dance & costume at the 
Bon Bini Festival, held weekly 
at historic FortZoutman in the 
downtown of Oranjestad! 

For your entertainment plea¬ 
sure and some fantastic pho¬ 
to opportunities, tonight the 
Bon Bini Festival will feature 
the following: Caha di orgel 
(cylinder box) by “NOS CUL- 
TURA”, Dance Performance 
by “THE BONBINI DANCERS”, 
Folkloric Music by “TIPICO 
AMICALES", Soloist perfor¬ 
mance by “SHARON ROSE”, 
and Brass Band performance 
by “TBS.” Also featured as al¬ 
ways will be traditional local 
Arts and Crafts, as well as Lo¬ 
cal Cuisine! 

The Bon Bini Festival opens 
its doors at 6:30pm, with the 
entertainment beginning at 
7:00pm straight through to 
8:30pm. Entrance fee for the 
festival is US$ 5.00. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 


W.enyweglher hqs g lpve 
and passion Tor fishing. 
A lishetmon who knows 


J W 



OfiANJtSIAD - The down¬ 
town rrmrino It home of 


Driftwood F&hlng Cherter*. 
lire successful fishermen 
of Ihe established seafood 
restaurant DrEftwood In 
Orgnjeslod. 

□riflWOOd owner Herby 


QdOUl ftsh. whgl OU local 
watets have la alter, and 
whal the words "fresh sea- 
lood 1 ' reoiiv mean, 

Whgt Hgrby cat&hes will be 
served in his restaurant on 
ihe some day. Herby loves 
to snort his fching passion 
with the many visitors la Ihe 
island. His fleet al a 35 ft 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
end a 50 11 . Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
cased "Driftwood l anct ll. 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis Irgm Sqm to 
12 noon and Irani 1 pm to 




'rtlr.niriT. <:l Inh UlHRJ Vlrmniji |lu* Mtii'in Hrlcsrte Tgui nampnl IOC'S' 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain. mala. on fishing 
equipment bolt sodas ano 
bottled waler. On a full dgy 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are dso included. 
You can can Herby diredly 
at 1297 } £92 4040 or go Id 
www.dtittwQPdarubo.corn . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aiubon seo 
toad resiaurgni Es located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranfeilad. Their oaisrid- 
ed menu hos been jubied 
by many. Drifrwooa offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 4 -course menu \& 
just 

Charier deep sea fishing 
rates; 

$*0Q ■ 172 doy 


5760 ' full day 
Rates per bool 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Aulhenlic Arvban Seafood 
Restaurant: Klipslraal 12 . 
Dawn lawn Oranjestad 
Tel: £ 97 ) 583 2515 
www.cirifrwoooaru&a.com 

Opening hours: every day. 
iram 5 pm rill lD: 30 pm. 
Sunday Closed. 








































Nick Watney pumps his fist 
after winning The Barclays golf 
tournament at Bethpage State 
Park in Farmingdale, N.Y., 
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 

Associated Press 

For now, 
focus is on 
the Ryder 
Cup 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

FARMINGDALE, New York 
(AP) — The race for the cup 
has rarely been this intense 
after just one playoff event. 
Only it’s not the FedEx Cup. 
At the moment, that’s only 
meaningful to those who 
risked going home after 
one week. Sure, it was sig¬ 
nificant for Nick Watney to 
win The Barclays because 
it assures he will be at East 
Lake for the Tour Champi¬ 
onship with a legitimate 
shot at the $10 million prize. 
But there are rarely surpris¬ 
es at the opening playoff 
event. Watney (No. 49) 
was only the second Bar¬ 
clays winner who was not 
already in the top 30. 

Right now, it's all about the 
Ryder Cup. 

There are no points to tally. 
There are no charts to show 
how each birdie and bo¬ 
gey will help or hurt some¬ 
one’s chances. 





Sto swistants U.5. Open title defense , 

m w? 


Australia s Samantha Stosur waves to the crowd 
after beating Petra Martic of Croatia in the first 
round at the 2012 US Open Tennis tournament, 
Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in New York. 

\ Associated Press 
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II SPORTS 



Ryder Cup 


WNBA Roundup 


Sky beat Sun to snap 
9-game losing streak 



Chicago Sky’s Courtney Vandersloot (22) is fouled by Connecticut 
Sun's Tina Charles in the second half of a WNBA basketball game 
in Uncasville, Conn., Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. Chicago won 82-70. 

Associated Press 



Padraig Harrington of Ireland hits his drive on the first hole of the 
third round of The Barclays golf tournament at Bethpage State 
Park in Farmingdale, N.Y., Saturday, Aug. 25, 2012. European 
team captain Jose Maria Olazabal said Monday triple major- 
winner Padraig Harrington missed a wildcard to the European 
Ryder Cup team after failing even to “perform to his own stan¬ 
dards” this year. 

Associated Press 


UNCASVILLE, Connecticut 
(AP) — Epiphanny Prince 
scored 15 points as the 
short-handed Chicago Sky 
snapped a nine-game los¬ 
ing streak with an 82-70 vic¬ 
tory over the Connecticut 
Sun in the WNBA on Sun¬ 
day. 

Olympic center Syl¬ 
via Fowles and forward 
Tamera Young missed the 
game because of personal 
reasons. Sky coach Pokey 
Chatman said Young had 
a death in the family. 
Reserve center Carolyn 
Swords started in Fowles’ 
absence and had a ca¬ 
reer-high 14 points and 
added six rebounds for the 
Sky (9-14). Swin Cash had 
14 points and six rebounds, 
and Courtney Vandersloot 
added 11 assists and four 
steals. 

Allison Flightower had 17 
points and five assists for the 


Eastern Conference-lead¬ 
ing Sun (17-6). Connecti¬ 
cut played its fifth straight 
game without Olympic for¬ 
ward Asjha Jones, sidelined 
by a strained left Achilles 
tendon. Kara Lawson had 
16 points and six assists 
for Connecticut, and Tina 
Charles added 15 points, 
eight rebounds and four 
blocks. 

STORM 84, LIBERTY 66 
At Seattle, Sue Bird had 18 
points and 10 assists, Lauren 
Jackson scored 16 points 
and Seattle snapped a 
three-game losing streak 
with a victory over New 
York. 

Camille Little added 15 
points, and Shekinna Strick¬ 
en had 12 for Seattle (11- 
13). 

Cappie Pondexter, the 
WNBA’s second-leading 
scorer, had 23 points for the 
Liberty (9-15).□ 


Continued from Page 17 


This is all speculation. Wat- 
ney chose the right word 
when he said his three-shot 
win at Bethpage Black 
against the strongest, full 
field this side of a major was 
all about getting into the 
conversation. 

Let the chatter begin. 
Europe was the first to fill 
out its 12-man team. Mar¬ 
tin Kaymer earned the last 
spot on the team by not 
playing the Johnnie Walk¬ 
er Championship at Gle- 
neagles and securing 10th 
place only when Nicolas 
Colsaerts of Belgium failed 
to finish first or second. Jose 
Maria Olazabal, in a deci¬ 
sion that surprised no one, 
selected Colsaerts and Ian 
Poulter. 

It was the second time 
in three Ryder Cups that 


Poulter had to rely on be¬ 
ing a pick, only there was 
no cause for panic. The 
only thing that made him 
uptight at Bethpage Black 
was the baked greens that 
sent him into a Twitter rage. 
Few outside Ireland can 
protest those picks. There 
was plenty of gossip about 
a decade-old squabble 
between Olazabal and 
Padraig Flarrington, but it 
would have been tough to 
take the Irishman for a sec¬ 
ond straight cup when he 
hasn't beaten meaningful 
competition in four years. 
U.S. captain Davis Love III 
might have had an easier 
time under the old system 
of announcing his two picks 
right after the PGA Cham¬ 
pionship, the final qualify¬ 
ing event. In a move that 
was overdue, former cap¬ 
tain Paul Azinger orches¬ 


trated a change in 2008 
that gave the Americans 
four picks instead of two, 
and allowed the captain 
an additional three weeks 
to make his decision. The 
idea was to get the players 
on top of their games. That 
essentially turned the first 
couple of FedEx Cup play¬ 
off events into an audi¬ 
tion. And now, it’s a larger 
cast than Love might have 
imagined. 

What a difference from two 
years ago, when no one 
really inspired U.S. captain 
Corey Pavin. He took Tiger 
Woods, an easy choice for 
no other reason than he’s 
Tiger Woods. He settled on 
two veterans in Zach John¬ 
son and Stewart Cink, and 
Rickie Fowler by default. 
No one else distinguished 
himself as an obvious pick. 
Fowler not only was the first 
PGA Tour rookie to make 
the team, he had yet to 
win a tournament as a pro. 
It’s more complicated this 
time. Steve Strieker and Jim 
Furyk are believed to be 
locks to be taken. Strieker 
not only is one of the best 
putters in golf, he and 
Woods have a 6-2 record 
as a team in the last three 
Presidents Cup and Ryder 
Cup matches. Furyk hasn't 
won since the 2010 Tour 
Championship, when he 
captured the FedEx Cup, 
but he gave himself great 
chances at the U.S. Open 
and at the Bridgestone In¬ 
vitational, doomed by a 
snap-hook off the 16th tee 
at Olympic and a double 
bogey on the 18th hole at 
Firestone. □ 


AILS Roundup 

Juninho, Dunivant lead Galaxy past FC Dallas 


CARSON, California (AP) 

— Juninho and Todd Du¬ 
nivant scored second-half 
goals to help the Los Ange¬ 
les Galaxy beat FC Dallas 
2-0 in Major League Soccer 
on Sunday. 

Juninho tucked away a 
feed in the 66th minute 
from Jose Villarreal after 
the forward stripped Dal¬ 
las defender Matt Hedges 
about 15 yards outside the 
box and raced past keeper 
Kevin Hartman on the left. 
Juninho send the shot into 


a virtually open net. 
Dunivant scored in the 
84th after sending a pass 
to Robbie Keane in Dallas’ 
box, then racing forward 
for a penetrating ball from 
Michael Stephens. 

The victory moved the Gal¬ 
axy within three points of 
second-place Seattle and 
third-place Real Salt Lake in 
a tight battle behind West¬ 
ern Conference leader San 
Jose. Dallas is five points 
behind Vancouver in the 
fight for the fifth and final 


Western playoff berth. 
Juninho has five goals in the 
past four games, including 
a pair Thursday night in a 
CONCACAF Champions 
League victory over El Sal¬ 
vador’s Isidro Metapan. 

In Sunday's other 
match. Sporting Kansas 
City’s Kei Kamara delivered 
with a brilliant header in 
the opening minutes, then 
gave it back with an own 
goal moments later for the 
only scores in a 1-1 draw 
with New York Red Bulls. Q 



Portland Timbers forward Franck Songo’o, left, steals the ball from 
Vancouver Whitecaps defender Jay Demerit during the second 
half of their MLS soccer game in Portland, Ore., Saturday, Aug. 
25, 2012. Songo’o scored the Timbers second goal to beat the 
Whitecaps 2-1. 


Associated Press 
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Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beach items and much more. 


32 


UNICASn 


iimcau 

Palm Br uch #IKJ ‘ Tel: |J9T| 58C-B540 
Open ItOvtfS bfcndfty ■ SnlltuLry fem - 1 AiTi^bMjlil 
Salinlnv 3am - IQpm 


Murray overcomes slow starts, wins at U.S. Open 



Britain's Andy Murray returns a shot to Alex Bogomolov Jr., of Russia, at the 2012 US Open Tennis 
tournament, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Spoils Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) —Andy 
Murray weathered a 
slow start in the latest 
stop of this long, suc¬ 
cessful summer. 

Seeking that elusive first 
Grand Slam title, Mur¬ 
ray began his U.S. Open 
campaign Monday 
with a straight-set victo¬ 
ry over Alex Bogomolov 
Jr. that included some 
hairy moments. The 
Olympic gold medalist 
overcame early breaks 
in the first two sets of a 
6-2, 6-4, 6-1 win. 

The third-seeded Mur¬ 
ray won the final five 
games of the first set 
and the last four games 
of the second after fall¬ 
ing behind early against 
the 73rd-ranked Bogo¬ 
molov. 

Murray, who won the 
gold medal in his home 
country at the London 
Games, also reached 
the final at Wimbledon. 
Back at the site of her 
greatest victory, Sa¬ 
mantha Stosur looked 
like a champion again, 
not the player who has 
often struggled this 
year. 

The Australian began 
the defense of her 
Open title with a domi¬ 
nant win, needing 51 
minutes to beat 64th- 
ranked Petra Martic 
6-1, 6-1 in the tourna¬ 
ment’s first match at 
Arthur Ashe Stadium 
before rain suspended 
play for more than two 
hours. 

“As soon as I got here, it 
was just a good feeling 
and excitement to be 
back to a city that ob¬ 
viously brought me so 
much last year,” Stosur 


said. 

The last time Stosur 
played on this court, she 
stunned Serena Williams 
in the 2011 final at Flush¬ 
ing Meadows for her first 
Grand Slam title. But in 
so many ways, that 6-2, 
6-3 victory was starting 
to feel as if it happened 
much more than a year 
ago. 

Stosur lost in the first round 
in front of the home fans 
at the 2012 Australian 
Open. She lost in the sec¬ 
ond round at Wimble¬ 
don, then again in the 
first round at the London 
Olympics. 

Sandwiched in between, 
she made a run to the 
semifinals of the French 
Open, but fell apart by 
committing 21 unforced 
errors in the third set of 
her loss to Sara Errani. 
“Today kind of carried on 
from exactly how I was 


feeling last year," Stosur 
said. “Hopefully that’s a 
good omen. ... Last year 
I did feel that comfort 
out there and nothing 
bothered me; today was 
along the same lines.” 
Against Martic, who with¬ 
drew from the Olympics 
with a left foot injury, Sto¬ 
sur won the first 19 points, 
five away from a golden 
set, before the streak 
ended on a double-fault. 
“It pops into your head 
and you think, ‘Oh, that 
would be cool,”' Stosur 
said of winning a set with¬ 
out dropping a point. 

She was still nearly per¬ 
fect, with 22 winners and 
10 aces. She didn't face 
any break points. 
Ninth-seeded Li Na 
reached the second 
round for the first time 
since 2009, beating Brit¬ 
ain’s Heather Watson 
6-2, 6-3. She's coming off 


a victory in Cincinnati, 
her first title since the 
2011 French Open. 

Li was a top-10 seed 
when she lost in the first 
round at Flushing Mead¬ 
ows in each of the previ¬ 
ous two years. 

Marion Bartoli of France, 
seeded 11th, defeated 
American Jamie Hamp¬ 
ton 6-3, 7-6 (5), and 19th- 
seeded Nadia Petrova 
of Russia advanced with 
a 6-3, 7-6 (3) win over 
Jarmila Gajdosova of 
Australia. 

It was a rough first day 
for the German women, 
with 16th-seeded Sabine 
Lisicki and 18th-seeded 
Julia Goerges both los¬ 
ing. 

The American men got 
off to a good start with 
wins by two wild cards, 
32-year-old James Blake 
and 19-year-old Jack 
Sock. 


Sock took a two-set lead 
over Florian Mayer be¬ 
fore the No. 22 seed quit 
after feeling faint and 
dizzy. 

Sock won the U.S. Open 
boys championship in 
2010, becoming the first 
American to take that 
title since Andy Roddick, 
10 years earlier. He came 
into this year’s tourna¬ 
ment ranked 248th and 
without a win over a top- 
50 player. 

Sock was ahead 6-3, 6-2, 
3-2 when Mayer retired. 
Blake reached the sec¬ 
ond round of a Grand 
Slam event for the first 
time this year, beating 
Lukas Lacko 7-5, 6-2, 3-6, 
6-3. 

He had needed a wild 
card to make his 12th ap¬ 
pearance at the Open 
after his ranking fell out 
of the top 100. He hadn't 
lost in the first round at 
Flushing Meadows since 
his debut in 1999. 

Blake, who has twice 
made the quarterfinals 
at the Open, won the 
first two sets against the 
54th-ranked Lacko be¬ 
fore the rain delay. 
Top-seeded Roger Fe- 
derer plays American 
Donald Young in the 
night session Monday. 
Also playing in Arthur 
Ashe Stadium are No. 
3 Maria Sharapova, 
against Melinda Czink 
of Hungary, and No. 23 
Kim Clijsters, opening the 
final tournament of her 
career with a first-round 
match against Ameri¬ 
can Victoria Duval. Cli¬ 
jsters missed last year 
with an injury, but has 
won the tournament the 
past three times she’s 
entered — in 2005, 2009 
and 2010.Q 
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AL Capsules 



Tigers homer on 2 straight pitches, top Angels 5-2 



Justin Woodruff, right, takes a baseball from Detroit Tigers pitcher 
Max Scherzer before the start of a baseball game against the Los 
Angeles Angels, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


DETROIT (AP) — Prince 
Fielder and Delmon Young 
homered on consecutive 
pitches in the sixth inning to 
support Max Scherzer and 
help the Detroit Tigers beat 
the Los Angeles Angels 5-2 
on Sunday. 

Scherzer (14-6) gave up one 
run and struck out nine over 
seven innings. Joaquin Ben¬ 
oit struck out two more in 
a perfect eighth, and Jose 
Valverde struck out another 
batter while closing it out. 
Angels right-hander Ervin 
Santana (7-11) allowed four 
runs and five hits over seven 
innings. 

Detroit and Los Angeles, 
each vying for an AL wild 
card with 30-plus games left 
in the regular season, both 
rested one of their stars 
heading into an off day on 
Monday. 

Tigers slugger Miguel Ca¬ 
brera was out of the lineup 
for the first time this year, 
nursing his sore right ankle 
with the expectation he will 
be able to play third base 
Tuesday at Kansas City. Al¬ 
bert Pujols missed his fourth 
straight game with an in¬ 
jured right calf and the An¬ 
gels also are targeting Tues¬ 
day for his return at home 
against Boston. 

RED SOX 8, ROYALS 6 

BOSTON (AP) — James 
Loney hit a tying single in 
his Boston debut and Ja¬ 
coby Ellsbury drove in the 
go-ahead run as the re¬ 


vamped Red Sox bounced 
back from a nine-player 
trade and a 12-inning loss. 

A day after he was the only 
major leaguer coming to 
Boston in a deal that sent 
Josh Beckett, Adrian Gon¬ 
zalez, Carl Crawford, Nick 
Punto and more than $250 
million in salary to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, Loney 
went 1 for 5. Pedro Ciriaco 
had three hits for the Red 
Sox, who won for just the 
fourth time in 12 games. 
Pedro Beato (1-0) allowed 
two runs in two-plus innings 
but got the win on the 
same day he was called 
up from Triple-A Pawtucket. 
Mark Melancon pitched 
the ninth for his first save. 
Lorenzo Cain hit a three-run 
homer for the Royals. Will 
Smith (4-6) got the loss. 

YANKEES 4, INDIANS 2 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Curtis 
Granderson hit his 200th ca¬ 
reer homer to help the Yan¬ 
kees get the win. 

The Yankees took a 3-0 
lead in the second inning 
off Ubaldo Jimenez (9-13). 
Granderson's 33rd homer 
in the sixth made it 4-2 and 
gave New York a record 
eight current players with 
200 or more career homers. 
The Yankees took two of 
three in the series following 
a three-game losing streak, 
opening a four-game lead 
in the AL East over idle Tam¬ 
pa Bay. 

Jason Kipnis had three hits 
and three stolen bases for 


Cleveland, which has lost 
nine of 10 and is 5-23 since 
July 26. 

Boone Logan (5-2) pitched 
1 2-3 innings of relief for the 
win. Rafael Soriano got four 
outs for his 33rd save in 35 
chances. 

WHITE SOX 4, MARINERS 
3, 7 INNINGS 

CHICAGO (AP) — Tyler 
Flowers hit a go-ahead 
homer just before the final 
downpour as the White Sox 
earned their sixth straight 
victory. 


Immediately following a 
6-minute rain delay in the 
seventh inning, Flowers 
launched a two-run shot off 
Kevin Millwood (4-11) to lift 
AL Central-leading Chica¬ 
go to its second consecu¬ 
tive series sweep. 

Rain continued to pour until 
the tarp was put on to stay 
two batters later, and the 
game was called after a 
wait of nearly 2 hours. 

The start was delayed for 
1 hour, 51 minutes due 
to showers that persisted 
throughout the game be¬ 


fore it was finally stopped. 
Chicago starter Gavin 
Floyd left after two innings 
with right elbow discomfort. 
Nate Jones (7-0) earned his 
second win in two days. 
Casper Wells hit a two-run 
homer for Seattle. 

TWINS 6 , RANGERS 5 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Ben Revere had four 
hits. Cole De Vries won for 
the first time in nearly two 
months and Minnesota 
snapped a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

The Twins avoided getting 
swept in the four-game 
series. They finished a 10- 
game road trip with a 2-8 
record. 

Josh Hamilton hit his 35th 
homer for Texas and drove 
in four runs, giving him a 
major league-leading 111 
RBIs. 

De Vries (3-5) was 0-4 in 10 
starts since beating Kansas 
City on June 30. The right¬ 
hander gave up two runs 
and struck out five in five in¬ 
nings. 

Glen Perkins worked a per¬ 
fect ninth for his seventh 
save in 10 chances. 

Scott Feldman (6-10) lost 
his fourth straight start. He 
gave up six runs and 10 hits 
in 5 2-3 innings. 

In other AL games it was 
Detroit 5, L.A. Angels 2; N.Y. 
Yankees 4, Cleveland 2; 
Boston 8, Kansas City 6; Chi¬ 
cago White Sox 4, Seattle 3 
innings; and Minnesota 6, 
Texas 50 


Valverde: Ban layoff hurting Contador’s Vuelta bid 


PONTEVEDRA, Spain (AP) — 

Alejandro Valverde said the 
layoff from a doping ban 
has affected Alberto Con- 
tador's rhythm and judg¬ 
ment to hurt his chances of 
winning the Spanish Vuelta. 
Contador returned to com¬ 
petition earlier this month 
after being banned since 
February for testing positive 
for clenbuterol en route to 
winning the 2010 Tour de 
France, a title he was sub¬ 
sequently stripped of. 

The 2008 Vuelta champion 
trails overall leader Joaquin 
Rodriguez by 1 minute in this 
year's edition to sit in third 
place. Contador is 7 sec¬ 


onds behind British cyclist 
Christopher Froome and 
the same time in front of the 
fourth-place Valverde. 
“He's been laid off without 
competition for a while, 
so he is still trying to find 
his rhythm,” Valverde said 
Monday, the first rest day of 
the three-week race. “He’s 
third in the overall standings 
but we can all see he’s a lit¬ 
tle nervous, attacking when 
he shouldn’t be attacking. 
But I guess he has his plan 
and he’s doing it for a rea¬ 
son.” Contador’s ban also 
ruled him out of the Giro 
d'ltalia and London Olym¬ 
pics this year, but he insist¬ 


ed Monday that “nerves” 
weren’t a factor despite 
slipping back of Rodriguez 
on Sunday. 

“Now is when the race re¬ 
ally starts and I feel good," 
Contador said. “I’ve been 
sidelined from competi¬ 
tion quite a while and the 
route we’ve had up to now 
has favored explosive, all- 
terrain riders. Contador, 
like Froome, will be looking 
to get through Tuesday's 
10th stage with his gap to 
Rodriguez unchanged as 
Wednesday's time trial of¬ 
fers an opportunity to make 
up time on the Spanish 
leader. □ 



Spain La Vuelta Cyclists Movistar’s Team Alberto Contador from 
Spain, passing alongside fans before to start the fourth stage, 
160,6 kilometers (99.79 miles), between Barakaldo and Valdez - 
caray, of the Spanish Vuelta cycling race that finish in Valdezca- 
ray Ski Station, northern Spain, Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012. 

Associated Press 
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5:30 to 7:30 pm on Monday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 

Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 




Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d’oeuvres and open bar. 


NL Capsules 


Lee, Rollins help Phillies sweep Nationals 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Cliff 
Lee tossed seven sharp in¬ 
nings to earn his first home 
win in nearly a year and 
the Philadelphia Phillies 
completed a three-game 
sweep against the major 
league-leading Washing¬ 
ton Nationals with a 4-1 vic¬ 
tory on Sunday. 

The Nationals have lost four 
straight for the first time 
since June 15-19. 

Jimmy Rollins hit a two-run 
homer and Laynce Nix had 
a solo shot to back Lee (3- 
7). The 2008 AL Cy Young 
Award winner hadn’t won 
at Citizens Bank Park since 
Sept. 5, going 0-6 in his pre¬ 
vious 12 starts. 

Lee outpitched Jordan Zim- 


mermann (9-8) by allowing 
one run and seven hits, strik¬ 
ing out five. Jeremy Horst 
got an out in the eighth and 
Josh Lindblom got the last 
five outs for his first career 
save. Jonathan Papelbon 
had the day off after clos¬ 
ing three straight games. 

CARDINALS 8, REDS 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Matt 
Holliday had four hits and 
four RBIs, Adam Wainwright 
won his fifth consecutive 
start and the St. Louis Cardi¬ 
nals beat Cincinnati. 

Allen Craig homered and 
drove in three runs as St. 
Louis handed the Reds just 
their second series loss in 13 
sets since the All-Star break. 
The Cardinals have won 


five of six to move within six 
games of the NL Central¬ 
leading Reds. 

St. Louis’ 17 hits were the 
most allowed by Cincinnati 
in a game this season. 
Wainwright (13-10) gave up 
two runs and six hits in 5 2-3 
innings while improving to 
6-0 with a 1.80 ERA in his last 
seven starts overall. 

Reds right-hander Homer 
Bailey (10-9) gave up five 
runs in six innings while fall¬ 
ing to 1-3 with a 6.04 ERA in 
five August starts. 

BRAVES 7, GIANTS 1 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Tim Hudson pitched seven 
strong innings for his sev¬ 
enth consecutive victory 
and Paul Janish tripled 


Spithill wins ACWS title; 
Coutts tops match racing 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Oracle Racing's Jimmy 
Spithill won the fleet racing 
and overall championship 
in the opening regatta of 
the 2012-13 America's Cup 
World Series. 

Australian-born Spithill, who 
skippered Oracle Racing to 
victory in the 2010 Ameri¬ 
ca’s Cup at age 30, took 
second place in Sunday’s 
fleet race finale to take a 
one-point edge in the over¬ 
all standings. 

Oracle Racing's other skip¬ 
per, Russell Coutts, took out 
Spithill to claim the match 
racing championship. In 
a race that saw the lead 
change had three times, 
New Zealander Coutts, a 
four-time America’s Cup 
winner, eked out a one- 
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Oracle Team USA skippers Jimmy Spithill, left, and Russell Coutts, 
right, spray each other with champagne during the awards cer¬ 
emony following the finals of the America's Cup World Series 
sailing event in San Francisco, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 

Associated Press 

second victory with both The ACWS is a prelude 
boats screaming across the to the 2013 America’s 
finish line overlapped in 20- Cup, which will be sailed 
plus knots of wind. on San Francisco Bay.Q 



Philadelphia Phillies' Jimmy Rollins, right, celebrates with third 
base coach Juan Samuel (12) after hitting a two-run home 
run against the Washington Nationals in the fifth inning of a 
baseball game on Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012, in Philadelphia. 
Associated Press 


home two runs to help At¬ 
lanta beat San Francisco. 
Jason Heyward, Freddie 
Freeman and Juan Fran¬ 
cisco homered for the 
Braves, who won their sec¬ 
ond straight after losing six 
of seven. Martin Prado and 
Brian McCann also drove 
in runs for the NL wild-card 
leaders. 

Hudson (13-4) gave up five 
hits and beat the Giants for 
the sixth straight time. He 
hasn't lost since July 1. 

Tim Lincecum (7-14) lasted 
five innings, allowing three 
runs and seven hits. 
Heyward and Freeman 
homered on successive 
pitches in the ninth. Hey¬ 
ward has connected in 
three straight games. 

MARLINS 6, DODGERS 2 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rob 
Brantly gave Miami the 
lead for good with his first 
major league home run, 
and the Marlins also got 


long balls from Giancarlo 
Stanton, Jose Reyes and 
Carlos Lee to beat the 
revamped Los Angeles 
Dodgers in the finale of an 
11-game road trip. 

Mark Buehrle (12-11) won 
his third straight start, al¬ 
lowing a run and six hits in 
5 2-3 innings. He escaped 
a bases-loaded jam in 
the fifth by retiring Hanley 
Ramirez on a popup and 
Andre Ethier on a grounder 
with the Marlins holding a 
3-1 lead. 

Steve Cishek retired new 
Dodgers slugger Adrian 
Gonzalez with the bases 
loaded to end the eighth, 
then pitched a hitless ninth 
for his 11 th save after Reyes 
and Lee homered back-to- 
back against rookie Shawn 
Tolleson in the top of the in¬ 
ning. 

Aaron Harang (9-8) al¬ 
lowed three runs and six 
hits in 5 1-3 innings. □ 
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Pediatricians: 

Circumcision pluses 
outweigh most risks 


LINDSEY TANNER 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The Unit¬ 
ed States’ most influential 
pediatricians group says 
the health benefits of cir¬ 
cumcision in newborn boys 
outweigh any risks and in¬ 
surance companies should 
pay for it. 

In its latest policy state¬ 
ment on circumcision, a 
procedure that has been 
declining nationwide, the 
American Academy of Pe¬ 
diatrics moves closer to an 
endorsement but says the 
decision should be up to 
parents. 

“It's not a verdict from on 
high,” said policy co-au¬ 
thor Dr. Andrew Freedman. 
“There’s not a one-size- 
fits-all-answer.” But from a 


not sufficient to warrant 
recommending routine¬ 
ly circumcising newborn 
boys. The new one says, 
“The benefits of newborn 
male circumcision justify 
access to this procedure for 
those families who choose 
it.” The academy also says 
pain relief stronger than a 
sugar-coated pacifier is es¬ 
sential, usually an injection 
to numb the area. 

The federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Con¬ 
vention has estimated cir¬ 
cumcision costs range from 
about $200 to $600 na¬ 
tionwide. Coverage varies 
among insurers and several 
states have stopped Med¬ 
icaid funding for circumci¬ 
sions. 

The new policy was pub- 



Social worker Shannon Coyne poses for a portrait with her 
11-month-old son in Philadelphia. Coyne and her husband de¬ 
cided against circumcision for their son. The nation's most influen¬ 
tial pediatricians group says the health benefits of circumcision 
in newborn boys outweigh any risks and insurance companies 
should pay for it. In its latest policy statement on circumcision, 
a procedure that has been declining nationwide, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics moves closer to an endorsement but says 
the decision should be up to parents. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 


medical standpoint, cir¬ 
cumcision’s benefits in re¬ 
ducing risk of disease out¬ 
weigh its small risks, said 
Freedman, a pediatric urol¬ 
ogist in Los Angeles. 

Recent research bolstering 
evidence that circumci¬ 
sion reduces chances of in¬ 
fection with HIV and other 
sexually spread diseases, 
urinary tract infections and 
penis cancer influenced 
the academy to update 
their 13-year-old policy. 
Their old stance said poten¬ 
tial medical benefits were 


lished online Monday in 
Pediatrics. It comes amid 
ongoing debate over 
whether circumcision is 
medically necessary or a 
cosmetic procedure that 
critics say amounts to geni¬ 
tal mutilation. Activists fa¬ 
voring a circumcision ban 
made headway in putting 
it to a vote last year in San 
Francisco but a judge later 
knocked the measure off 
the city ballot, ruling that 
regulating medical proce¬ 
dures is up to the state, not 
city officials. □ 


Teenage marijuana use 
linked to declines in IQ 


MALCOLM RITTER 
NICK PERRY 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Teens 
who routinely smoke mari¬ 
juana risk a long-term drop 
in their IQ, a new study sug¬ 
gests. 

The researchers didn’t find 
the same IQ decline for 
people who became fre¬ 
quent users of pot after 18. 
Although experts said the 
new findings are not defini¬ 
tive, they fit with earlier signs 
that the drug is especially 
harmful to the developing 
brain. 

“Parents should understand 
that their adolescents are 
particularly vulnerable,”’ 
said lead researcher Mad¬ 
eline Meier of Duke Univer¬ 
sity. Meier and colleagues 
reported their work online 
Monday in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences. It was funded 
with governmental grants 
from the United States and 
Britain and by a foundation 
in Switzerland. 

Study participants from 
New Zealand were tested 
for IQ at age 13, likely be¬ 
fore any significant mari¬ 
juana use, and again at 
age 38. The mental decline 
between those two ages 
was seen only in those who 
started regularly smoking 
pot before age 18. 

Richie Poulton, a study co¬ 
author and professor at the 
University of Otago in New 
Zealand, said the message 


of the research is to stay 
away from marijuana until 
adulthood if possible. “For 
some, it's a legal issue," 
he said, “but for me, it’s a 
health issue.” Marijuana use 
is illegal in New Zealand. 

Pot smoking is relatively 


common in U.S. teens. The 
government reported in 
June that 23 percent of old¬ 
er teen students said they'd 
recently smoked marijua¬ 
na, making it more popular 
than cigarettes. 

Young people “don’t think 
it's risky,” said Staci Gruber, 
a researcher at the Har¬ 
vard-affiliated MacLean 
Hospital in Massachusetts. 
Gruber, who didn’t partici¬ 
pate in the study, said the 


idea that marijuana harms 
the adolescent brain is 
“something we believe is 
very likely," and the new 
finding of IQ declines war¬ 
rants further investigation. 
Experts said the new re¬ 
search is an advance be¬ 


cause its methods avoid 
the criticisms of some earlier 
work, which generally did 
not measure mental perfor¬ 
mance before marijuana 
use began. 

“I think this is the cleanest 
study I’ve ever read" that 
looks for long-term harm 
from marijuana use, said 
Dr. Nora Volkow, director 
of the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, which helped 
fund the research. □ 



A University of Colorado freshman, who did not want to be iden¬ 
tified, joins a crowd smoking marijuana during a “420” gathering 
at Farrand Field at the University of Colorado in Boulder, Colo. 
People who started using marijuana persistently before age 18 
risk losing some of their IQ by the time they’re 38, a long-run¬ 
ning study says. In contrast, even long-term chronic users who 
started after age 18 showed no such effect, suggesting the drug 
holds some particular toxicity for the developing brain. 

(AP Photo/Richard M. Hackett) 


U.S. approves 4-in-l HIV combination pill 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration on Monday ap¬ 
proved a new anti-HIV pill 
that combines four medi¬ 
cines to combat the virus 
that causes AIDS. 

The agency approved Gil¬ 
ead Sciences’ Stribild as a 
once-a-day treatment to 
control HIV in adults who 
have not previously been 
treated for infection. 

The pill contains two previ¬ 
ously approved antiviral 
drugs, emtricitabine and 
tenofovir disoproxil fuma- 
rate, currently sold as the 
combination pill Truvada. 


Those drugs are combined 
with two new drugs: elvite- 
gravir and cobicistat. Elvite- 
gravir interferes with one of 
the enzymes that HIV needs 
to multiply. Cobicistat helps 
prolong the effect of elvite- 
gravir. 

Company studies showed 
that 88 to 90 percent of pa¬ 
tients taking Stribild had an 
undetectable level of HIV in 
their blood after 48 weeks, 
compared with 87 percent 
for patients taking Atripla, 
another HIV drug that con¬ 
tains Truvada and one oth¬ 
er drug. 

An estimated 1.2 million 


Americans have HIV, which 
develops into AIDS unless 
treated with antiviral drugs. 
AIDS causes the body’s 
immune system to break 
down, leading to infections 
which are eventually fatal. 
Patients can live relatively 
healthy, normal lives when 
treated with antiviral cock¬ 
tails. Like most other HIV 
drugs, Stribild will carry a 
boxed warning about po¬ 
tentially dangerous side ef¬ 
fects, including severe liver 
problems and the buildup 
of lactic acid. More com¬ 
mon side effects include 
nausea and diarrhea.Q 
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Apple lists 8 Samsung products it wants banned 



The Apple iPhone 4s, left, is displayed next to the Samsung 
Galaxy S III at a store in San Francisco, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012. 
Associated Press 


PAUL ELIAS 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— Apple Inc. on Monday 
gave a federal judge a list 
of eight Samsung Electron¬ 
ics Co. products it wants 
pulled from shelves and 
banned from the U.S. mar¬ 
ket, including popular Gal¬ 
axy model smartphones. 
U.S. District Judge Lucy Koh 
asked for the list after a 
jury in San Jose last week 
slammed Samsung with a 
$1.05 billion verdict, finding 
that the South Korean tech¬ 
nology giant had “willfully” 
copied Apple’s iPhone and 
iPad in creating and mar¬ 
keting the products. Sam¬ 
sung plans an appeal. 

The products Apple wants 
out are all smartphones: 
Galaxy S 4G, Galaxy S2 
AT&T, Galaxy S2, Galaxy 
S2 T-Mobile, Galaxy S2 Epic 
4G, Galaxy S Showcase, 
Droid Charge and Galaxy 


By JOSHUA FREED 
Associated Press 

It’s going to be a while be¬ 
fore airline passengers can 
use iPads and other elec¬ 
tronic devices during the 
whole flight. 

The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration said Monday 
that it is starting a process 
to study the issue, with a 
timeline that means it will 
take at least until March 
2013 for a recommenda¬ 
tion — and maybe longer 
for action. 

In March the FAA raised 
hopes that it might loosen 
rules for electronic devices 
by saying it would “explore 
ways to bring together all 
of the key stakeholders in¬ 
volved.” 

Smartphones and tablet 
computers are common in 
the passenger cabin, and 
pilots are using iPads in the 
cockpit. But passengers 
have to shut off electronic 
devices when the plane is 
below 10,000 feet because 
of worries that signals emit¬ 
ted by the devices might 
interfere with electronics in 
the cockpit. 

The FAA doesn’t actu- 


Prevail. 

Koh on June 26 banned 
the Galaxy Tab 10.1 from 
the U.S. market after finding 
it likely violated a “design 
patent.” 

Samsung is now asking for 
that ban to be lifted after 
the jury found the com¬ 
puter tablet didn’t infringe 
that particular patent, 
but it did find it infringed 
three Apple's software pat¬ 
ents that cover the popular 
“bounce-back” and pinch- 
to-zoom features. 

The judge has scheduled 
a Sept. 20 hearing to dis¬ 
cuss Apple’s demands 
for the sales bans. She 
asked Apple on Friday to 
submit the list of products 
its wants removed from U.S. 
stores after Samsung com¬ 
plained that it doesn't have 
enough time to prepare for 
the scheduled hearing. 

The judge is deciding 
whether to reschedule the 


ally ban the devices. But it 
says airlines can only allow 
devices that have been 
tested and proven not to 
interfere with the plane’s 
electronics. With thousands 
of devices on the market 
and new ones coming out 
each day, airlines simply 
ban them all during takeoff 
and landing. 

The FAA will form a com¬ 
mittee this fall to study the 
issue for six months and 
then make recommenda¬ 
tions. The FAA often uses 
such Aviation Rulemak¬ 
ing Committees when it is 
considering changes, and 
their deliberations often last 
months, sometimes years. 
This group will include peo¬ 
ple from mobile technol- 


hearing to give Samsung 
more time to prepare. Sam¬ 
sung plans to ask the judge 
to toss out the jury's verdict 
as unsupported by the evi¬ 
dence. 

Failing that, the company 
says it will appeal the ver¬ 
dict to higher courts, includ¬ 
ing the U.S. Supreme Court. 
In addition to the sales 
bans, Apple also plans to 
ask the judge to triple the 
damages to $3.15 billion 
because of the jury’s find¬ 
ing that Samsung “willfully" 
copied Apple. 

Apple filed its lawsuit in April 
of last year alleging that 28 
Samsung smartphones and 
computer tablets had “slav¬ 
ishly copied” the iPhones 
and iPads. Samsung coun¬ 
tered with its own claims 
that Apple used its wireless 
technology without proper 
compensation. 

A nine-person jury in its ver¬ 
dict Friday unanimously 


ogy companies, airplane 
makers, pilots and flight at¬ 
tendants, airlines, and pas¬ 
senger associations. The 
FAA will also ask for public 
input. 

In a written statement, 
acting FAA Administrator 
Michael Fluerta said the 
agency wants “information 
to help airlines “decide if 
they can allow more wide¬ 
spread use of electronic 
devices in today's aircraft.” 
The FAA said allowing cell¬ 
phone use during flights 
isn’t under consideration. 
FAA spokeswoman Brie 
Sachse said the members 
of the new committee 
have not yet been chosen. 
She declined to say why the 
process is taking so longO 


agreed with Apple. Most 
of the damages were tied 
to Samsung's smartphones. 
The jury rejected Samsung's 
counterclaims. 

Most of the Samsung prod¬ 
ucts found to have “in¬ 
fringed’ Apple’s patent 
were older devices no lon¬ 
ger being sold. 

The list Apple presented to 
the court on Monday repre¬ 
sent devices it believes are 
still being sold in U.S. stores, 
including several versions 
of the company's popular 
S2 phones introduced last 
year. 

Samsung's newest and hot¬ 
test selling smartphone, the 
Galaxy S3, was not part of 


the lawsuit and is unaffect¬ 
ed by the jury’s verdict. 

The award represents about 
1.5 percent of Samsung's 
annual revenue. Analysts 
said the embarrassment of 
the verdict is a bigger blow 
for Samsung than the finan¬ 
cial setback. 

Still, the question remains 
whether Samsung and 
other Apple competitors 
will have to redesign their 
smartphones to avoid in¬ 
fringing Apple’s patents. 
Most analysts agree the 
verdict sends a threatening 
message to device makers 
such as Samsung, which 
use Google’s Android oper¬ 
ating systemO 


German group gives 
Facebook privacy deadline 

BERLIN (AP) — A consumer protection group Germany has 
sent Facebook a ‘cease and desist’ letter that claims the 
social-networking website breaches German privacy law. 
The Federation of German Consumer Organizations says 
Facebook has one week to stop automatically giving third 
party applications information about its users without their 
explicit consent. 

The group said in a statement Monday that if Facebook 
fails to comply by Sept. 4 it will sue the California company. 
Facebook representatives in Germany didn't immediately 
respond to an email requesting comment. 

German privacy rules have posed a legal headache for 
Facebook, Google and other foreign web giants in recent 
years. The country has strict laws on data protection that 
give consumers significant rights to limit the way compa¬ 
nies use their informationO 



FAA to study use of electronic 
devices on planes 
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Wall Street Wrap: 



On a quiet day, Apple rules the stock market 


The Apple logo is shown on a stock ticker at the Nasdaq MarketSite, 
in New York. The biggest story in the stock market Monday was 
Apple, but that wasn’t saying much. The stock shot to an all-time 
high of $680.87 and finished at $675.68, up $12.46, or 1.9 percent. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

Oil sinks on reserve release talk, storm forecast 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The big¬ 
gest story in the stock mar¬ 
ket Monday was Apple, but 
that wasn't saying much. 
Stocks barely moved. Trad¬ 
ing was light, even by the 
slumberous standards of 
August. Investors — those 
who weren't on vacation 
— killed time waiting for a 
speech by Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke 
later this week. 

In the meantime, there 
wasn’t much else to guide 
them. Apple was one of the 
only shreds of action in an 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

price of oil fell Monday as 
the threat to production 
from Tropical Storm Isaac 
appeared to lessen and 
traders speculated about 
a release of oil from U.S. re¬ 
serves. 

Forecasts for Isaac have 
moderated, easing con¬ 
cerns that the storm could 
damage key oil and gas 
operations in the Gulf of 
Mexico. The National Hurri¬ 
cane Center now predicts 
it will grow to a Category 1 
hurricane instead of a stron¬ 
ger Category 2. 

Benchmark oil fell 68 cents 
to end the day at $95.47 a 
barrel on the New York Mer¬ 
cantile Exchange. In Lon¬ 
don, Brent crude dropped 
$1.33 to $112.26 a barrel on 


the ICE Futures exchange. 
About one-quarter of the 
U.S. oil is produced in the 
Gulf of Mexico. As of Mon¬ 
day afternoon, about 80 
percent of Gulf oil produc¬ 
tion was suspended, ac¬ 
cording to the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement. Companies 
have evacuated 346 oil 
and gas production plat¬ 
forms and 41 drilling rigs. 
Although the storm isn't ex¬ 
pected to damage refiner¬ 
ies, refinery owners often 
shut down operations in 
advance of a sform. The re¬ 
fineries will likely stay off line 
for about three days. 

“The production centers 
in the Gulf can withstand 
those low-level hurricanes,” 
said Gene McGillian, oil an¬ 


alyst for Tradition Energy. 
Refineries consume enor¬ 
mous amounts of elec¬ 
tric power and generate 
steam to cook crude oil 
into gasoline, diesel, jet fuel 
and heating oil. If a refinery 
loses power suddenly, op¬ 
erators can’t properly clear 
the partially cooked oil out 
of pipes, and re-starting 
the refinery can take sev¬ 
eral days or even weeks. If 
refineries conduct what is 
known as an orderly shut¬ 
down, they can re-start as 
soon as the power supply is 
assured again. 

About 1 million barrels per 
day of refining capacity is 
expected to be shut down, 
roughly half of the refining 
capacity in the potential 
path of the storm. The U.S. 


otherwise dull market. 

The stock shot to an all- 
time high of $680.87 and 
finished at $675.68, up 
$12.46, or 1.9 percent. 
Late Friday, a jury found 
that Samsung copied 
some of the features of 
the iPhone and iPad, and 
Samsung could be forced 
to take products off the 
shelves. 

Apple’s move wasn't 
the biggest on the stock 
market Monday. Best 
Buy, Hertz, Dollar Thrifty 
and other companies all 
moved by bigger per¬ 
centages. But the Nasdaq 


consumes about 19 million 
barrels of oil products per 
day. 

Phillips 66 is closing its 
247,000-barrel per day re¬ 
finery in Belle Chasse, Loui¬ 
siana. Marathon Petroleum 
Corp. said it will operate its 
Garyville, Louisiana, refin¬ 
ery, which has the capac¬ 
ity to refine 490,000 barrels 
of oil per day, at reduced 
rates. Chevron Corp. is 
keeping its 330,000-barell 
per day Pascagoula, Mis¬ 
sissippi, plant running as of 
Monday affernoon. 

Oil was also knocked low¬ 
er by speculafion that the 
Obama administration will 
release oil from the Strate¬ 
gic Petroleum Reserve, the 
nation's emergency stock¬ 
pile of oil. □ 


composite index and Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index are 
weighted by stock market 
value, so the biggest com¬ 
panies are the most impor¬ 
tant. 

A small change in Apple 
can influence fhe market 
more than big swings by 
smaller companies. Apple 
makes up more than 13 
percent of fhe Nasdaq 
composife, and helped fhe 
index grasp a slight gain, 
rising 3.4 points to 3,073.19. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average, which does not 
include Apple, fell 33.30 
points to 13,124.67. 

Apple is the biggest com¬ 
pany by stock market value 
in American history, worth 
$633 billion as of Monday. 
That’s more than 100 times 
the value of Best Buy or 
Hertz, and about 260 times 
as much as Dollar Thrifty. 
Overall trading was sub¬ 
dued — just 2.4 billion 
shares. 

The only quieter day this 
year was July 3, a Tuesday 
that fell before a midweek 
Fourth of July. 

“The market is kind of on 
hold until Jackson Hole,” 
said Randall Warren, chief 
investment officer of War¬ 
ren Financial Service in Ex¬ 
ton, Pennsylvania, referring 
to the Wyoming resort town 
where Bernanke will speak. 
“Probably Apple is the only 
thing that’s moving the 
market today. It's stunning 
how big they are.'O 
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Hertz, at long last, buying Dollar Thrifty 



Photo, shows a jewelry 
display at a Tiffany & Co. store 
in Santa Clara, Calif. Tiffany 
& Co. said Monday Aug. 27, 
2012 their net income rose 2 
percent in the quarter. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 

Tiffany misses 
Expectations in 
Q2, cuts outlook 

NEW YORK (AP) — Upscale 
jewelry chain Tiffany & Co. 
lowered ifs outlook for the 
year on Monday as the 
wealthy cut back on buy¬ 
ing baubles in an uncer¬ 
tain economy. Company 
shares rose more than 7 
percent Monday, however, 
as revenue in established 
stores, a key measure for 
retailers, declined less than 
analysts had expected in 
the second quarter. Inves¬ 
tors may also have been 
encouraged that Tiffany is 
planning stores in new cit¬ 
ies despite its challenges. 
The affluent had been 
spending more since the 
Great Recession ended in 
mid-2009, recovering fast¬ 
er than other people. But 
starting late last year, Tif¬ 
fany’s customers trimmed 
their spending on jewelry 
amid stock market volatility 
and growing worry about 
the debt crisis in Europe. 
“Not surprisingly, sales 
growth has been affected 
by economic weakness in 
a number of markets,” said 
CEO Michael J. Kowalski. 
“We think it is only prudent 
to maintain a cautious 
near-term outlook about 
global economic condi¬ 
tions and the effects on 
customer spending.” 
Tiffany, known for its blue 
boxes, earned $91.8 million, 
or 72 cents per share, for 
the period ended July 31, 
up 2 percent from $90 mil¬ 
lion, or 69 cents per share, 
a year earlierO 


SAMANTHA BOMKAMP 
AP Travel Industry Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hertz is 
one-step closer to its long- 
awaited prize. 

More than two years after 
its original bid, it agreed to 
buy Dollar Thrifty Automo¬ 
tive Group Inc. for about 
$2.3 billion, giving it more 
ways to attract travelers 
and expand its interna¬ 
tional presence. It will also 
give the company a leg up 
against competition from 
an increasing number of 
smaller competitors. 

At $87.50 per share, the 
deal is worth far more than 
any of Hertz’s previous bids 
and about 8 percent high¬ 
er than Dollar Thrifty’s clos¬ 
ing price Friday. 

Nothing will change im¬ 
mediately for consumers. 
Travelers that rent through 
Dollar Thrifty will still visit that 
counter for service. In the 
long run, prices in many 
markets will almost certain¬ 
ly rise as the two compa¬ 
nies streamline their opera¬ 
tions. 

Both rental companies 
have grown stronger and 


WILLIAM ALDEN 
© 2012 New York Times 
MILWAUKEE - When the 
hedge fund manager Da¬ 
vid Einhorn was just anoth¬ 
er investment analyst in the 
mid-1990s, his family gave 
him $500,000 to get his 
fund, Greenlight Capital, 
off the ground. Now that 
he is a billionaire after a 
career of doing battle with 
large corporations, he has 
returned the favor. 

A world away from Wall 
Street and the tech money 
culture of Silicon Valley, 
the Einhorn family started 
a venture capital firm here, 
which raised a $40 million 
fund last year. 

David Einhorn is the larg¬ 
est investor in the fund, run 
by his brother, Daniel, and 
their father, Stephen. The 
firm. Capital Midwest Fund, 
also led by another part¬ 
ner, Alvin Vitangcol, aims 
to tap the Midwestern work 
ethic and has ambitions of 
changing the way early- 
stage investments are run. 


more valuable in the years 
since they first considered 
teaming up. Both stocks 
have almost doubled in 
value, and they've report¬ 


ed robust quarterly finan¬ 
cial results as the volume of 
car rentals soared. But still- 


“This isn’t Silicon Valley, 
where you're almost en¬ 
couraged to fail a couple 
times, and your next op¬ 
portunity is in walking dis- 


fierce competition has pre¬ 
vented the industry from 
raising prices, which has 
dragged on revenue. Few¬ 
er big competitors mean 


(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 

a better chance of higher 
rates. 

The push-and-pull between 


tance,” said Daniel Einhorn, 
who is 40. 

Capital Midwest, however, 
is still a smaller player in 
the sector. Located in an 


two of the nation’s larg¬ 
est car rental companies 
started in 2010. Avis Budget 
Group was also in the mix, 
pursuing a bid for Dollar 
Thrifty for more than a year. 
Avis dropped its bid nearly 
a year ago citing market 
conditions. Then, in Oc¬ 
tober of last year, Hertz 
dropped its bid, too. But 
Dollar Thrifty didn’t trust 
that the years of attempts 
were over. In February, it 
extended its shareholder 
rights plan known as a “poi¬ 
son pill" — a maneuver de¬ 
signed to deter any unsolic¬ 
ited attempts to take over 
the company — through 
May 2013. 

More recently, it appeared 
Dollar Thrifty was open to 
another bid. Earlier this 
month, it urged for either 
a “compelling offer” or an 
end to the “constant dis¬ 
traction of merger specula¬ 
tion." 

Then last week, media re¬ 
ports said that Hertz Global 
Holdings Inc. of Park Ridge, 
N.J., was considering a 
new bid for Tulsa, Oklaho¬ 
ma-based Dollar Thrifty.O 


office building across the 
street from a strip mall near 
the edge of the city limits, 
the company got started 
years after prominent ven¬ 
ture firms in the region and 
around the country had 
established themselves. Its 
fund is about a fourth the 
size of the industry average, 
according to Thomson Re¬ 
uters and the National Ven¬ 
ture Capital Association. 

But the company has its 
own views on how to man¬ 
age investments. Instead 
of merely serving as an an¬ 
gel investor that provides 
money but little hands-on 
support, 

Capital Midwest pays close 
attention to a company’s 
ability to chart a path to 
generating revenue. And 
if a company financed by 
the new fund doesn’t pro¬ 
vide the investors an exit 
within five years - through 
an acquisition - then Capi¬ 
tal Midwest requires the 
company to buy back its 
shares. □ 


,— r\ 



From left: Stephen Czerwonka, Alvin Vitangcol and Daniel Ein¬ 
horn, the executives of Capital Midwest Fund, a venture capital 
firm, at the company’s office in Milwaukee, Aug. 2, 2012. David 
Einhorn, a billionaire hedge-fund manager, is the single largest 
investor in the fund, run by his brother, Daniel, and their father, 
Stephen, which aims to tap the Midwestern work ethic and has 
ambitions of changing the way early-stage investments are run. 

(Jeffrey Phelps/The New York Times) 


Midwest venture capital firm eyes family ties 



Customers wait in line at a Dollar rental car counter at San Jose 
International Airport in San Jose, Calif. More than two years after 
its original bid. Hertz agreed to buy Dollar Thrifty Automotive 
Group Inc. for about $2.3 billion, giving it more ways to attract 
travelers and expand its international presence. It will also give 
the company a leg up against competition from an increasing 
number of smaller competitors. 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 8/28 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Monday’s Puzzle Solved 


(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 



ACROSS 

1 Unruly crowds 

5 Dole out 

10 Use a sieve 

14 Nation in the 
Middle East 

15 Freeloader 

16 “Sport of Kings” 

17 Space fliqht 
agcy. 

18 Knight’s spear 

19 Resting upon 

20 Voted into 
office 

22 Take _ at; 
resent 

24 Door opener 

25 Command to 
Fido 

26 Carrying a gun 

29 Aviate 

30 Peruvian beast 
of burden 

34 Sudden attack 

35 JFK’s father 

36 Boll cotton 
plant pest 

37 Loud noise 

38 In behind in 
payments 

40 Ring king, once 

41 Movie awards 

43 Wood layer 

44 Kimono 
material, often 

45 Sandbars 

46 Observe 

47 Untrue 

48 Vestibule 

50 Triangular sail 

51 Mastered 

54 Leafy veggie 

58 “Othello” villain 

59 Copland or 
Spelling 

61 Opera solo 

62 Smooth; level 

63 Maine or Ohio 

64 Exam 

65 Robin’s home 

66 Doctrine 

67 Derby & bowler 

DOWN 

1 Not yours, not 
his & not hers 

2 _ surgeon; 
tooth extractor 


3 Foundation 

4 Ate between 
meals 

5 Backstreet 

6 Pencil’s center 

7 Dancing judge 
_ Goodman 

8 Dwell in 

9 Subject 

10 Shine brilliantly 

11 Tiny amount 

12 Whip 

13 Drink too much 
21 Turner or 

Koppel 

23 Hay bundles 

25 Pullman 

26 Passion 

27 Pay increase 

28 Chop finely 

29 In favor of 

31 To no _; 
fruitlessly 

32 Pepper 
grinders 

33 Identical 

35 Yrbk. section 

36 Twisted 

38 Firebug’s crime 


39 Frothy drink 
42 Deliberate 
insult 

44 Day of rest 

46 Tranquifize 

47 White lie 

49 Bread 
ingredient 

50 La Toya’s sister 


51 Claim against 
property 

52 Roof overhang 

53 Matures 

54 Pigeon coop 

55 Vicinity 

56 Main point 

57 Dines 
60 Galloped 









































































































































































































































































































































































Police: Day care workers 
got 3-year-olds to fight 


RANDALL CHASE 
Associated Press 
DOVER, Delaware (AP) — 

Three U.S. day care work¬ 
ers videotaped a fight be¬ 
tween 3-year-old boys and 
encouraged the toddlers 
to punch each other as 
they laughed, according 
to court documents. 

The women were charged 
Monday after Dover po¬ 
lice obtained a cellphone 
video of the March 6 inci¬ 
dent. Officials suspended 
the license of their em¬ 
ployer, Hands of Our Fu¬ 
ture day care center. Tiana 
Harris, Estefania Myers and 
Lisa Parker face charges 
of felony assault and con¬ 
spiracy, along with several 
misdemeanor counts of 
endangering the welfare 
of a child. Police allege 
the video taken by Harris 
shows one child scream¬ 
ing, crying and holding his 
face while being punched 
by the other, who is also 
punched and shoved into 
a table. During the fight, 


Parker allegedly grabbed 
one boy and forced him 
to continue. Harris and My¬ 
ers are shown and heard 
laughing, police said. 
“They're doing nothing to 
prevent this from happen¬ 
ing,” Dover Police Capt. 
Tim Stump said. Stump said 
police are trying to deter¬ 
mine whether there were 
other instances of fighting 
encouraged by day care 
employees. 

Police have refused fo re¬ 
lease fhe video, saying it is 
evidence in a continuing 
investigation. 

Cristyl Slack, whose 4-year- 
old daughter is one of sev¬ 
en children who can be 
seen in the background on 
the cellphone video, said 
she was shocked. She said 
her daughter has told her 
repeatedly that the teach¬ 
ers don't condone fighting. 
“She’s specifically said fhaf 
fhe day care teachers 
have told her, if somebody 
hits her, don’t hit them 
back,” Slack said. □ 


Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Phoenix 
1 br wks 36 start on 9/8 $3650 
also Divi floating wks from 3/17 to 
12/22 $3500 call local 565-9394 
until 8/31 or 

E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196477 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Dutch 
Village wk 35 Rm 128 9/1 $3200. 
Also Divi Golf Rm 7205 no mf 
inless used $3200 local until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699A 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

WK 29-2BR GARDEN VIEW $4500 
WK 30-1 BR POOL OCEAN VIEW $5000 
WK 30-1 BR POOL OCEAN VIEW $6000 
WK 31-1 BR POOL OCEAN VIEW $6000 
WK 34-2BR GARDEN VIEW $5500 

WK 42-1 BR POOL OCEAN VIEW $5000 
WK52-1BR POOL OCEAN VIEW $11500 
WINTER WEEKS 2 BR from $7000-11000 
Pis. call OWEN @ 744-4534 
Email: Sales@arubadirectdeals.com 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale by owner 
Casa del Mar 2 br -2 bath 9/1 start 
all amentries$4800 also 
Aruba Beach Club wk 34 Rm 126 
$3400 local phone until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699 
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Sabana Liber 205 

Luxury, brand new, fully 
furnished, 3 bedroom 
property in a quiet 
Residence in North. 

This nice home has a 
spacious and fully fenced 
in yard with tropical land¬ 
scaping, large freestyle pool, 
covered porch, laundry 
room, shed and outdoor 
shower. 


Gntu^| 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


US $ S95.00C 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



LOCATION - LOCATION - LOCATION 


A UNIQUE JEWEL 

MALMOK WE6 32 -C . 


Charming 3 bedroom house, 
located In Aruba’s prime location. 

Just a stone throw away from (he Golf Course 
and minutes from (he Beach; 
with a great view of the Saliha. 

House is built on 865 m2 {V/-S5I5 sq ft) of long 
lease land. There is enough land to expand 
the bouse if you so desire. 

House comes fully furnished! 


Only US t 270,000 

Call Best Buy Realty 737-5000 for a viewing. 
E-mail: arubabestbjyreal(y@gmafl.com 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


% 28 August 

Dr. Mungra 

Pharmacy on duty 

? ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Central Tel: 585-8077 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


41 Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 



100 

115 


582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 29 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 

Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 


Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 


(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 


Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 


Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^ I SCIENCE 



Warm Arctic sets record for summer sea ice melt 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Criti¬ 
cal ice in the Arctic Ocean 
melted to record low levels 
this sweltering summer and 
that can make weather 
more extreme far away 
from the poles, scientists 
say. 

The National Snow and 
Ice Data Center reported 
Monday that the extent 
of Arctic sea ice shrank to 
1.58 million square miles 
(4.09 million square kilo¬ 
meters) and is likely to melt 
more in the coming weeks. 
That breaks the old record 
of 1.61 million square miles 
(4.17 million square kilome¬ 
ters) set in 2007. 

The North Pole region is 
an ocean that mostly is 
crusted at the top with 
ice. In the winter, the fro¬ 
zen saltwater surface usu¬ 
ally extends about 6 million 
square miles (15.54 million 
square kilometers), shrink¬ 
ing in summer and grow¬ 
ing back in the fall. That’s 
different from Antarctica, 
which is land covered by 
ice and snow and then sur¬ 
rounded by sea ice. 
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Escort & Massage 

The best recommended 
one on the Island! 
Anything goes., no rules! 

* Choice of the best petite 
“Look & feel girls in Aruba 

* Special 2 for 1 massage 


* Full service massage 

* In-and Out-call service 

* Delivery in 15 minutes 
to your hotel 

* Free pick-up & Drop-off 

* We host Bachelor & 
Bachelorette Parties 

* Airport & Hotel Shuttle 
and Transfer services 

* We accept cash and any 
credit card. 



CALL US AT 566-6669 


Normally sea ice in the Arc¬ 
tic reaches its minimum in 
mid-September and then 
starts refreezing. But levels 
on Sunday shrank 27,000 
square miles (69,930 square 
kilometers) beyond the old 
record. 

Figures are based on satel¬ 
lite records dating back to 
1979. The ice center bases 
its figures on averages cal¬ 
culated over five days. 
Data center scientist Ted 
Scambos said the melt 


can be blamed mostly on 
global warming from man¬ 
made emissions of green¬ 
house gases. There are 
natural factors involved 
too, including a storm that 
chewed up a significant 
amount ice earlier this 
month. But, he said, dra¬ 
matic summer sea ice loss¬ 
es in all but one year since 
2007, continuous thin ice, 
and warm air temperatures 
show a pattern that can 
only be explained by cli¬ 


mate change. 

“It really does imply that 
the Arctic is moving to a 
new state,” said NASA ice 
systems program scientist 
Tom Wagner. “The Arctic is 
changing.” 

Wagner and Scambos 
said in 2007 some people 
thought it was just an odd 
year that caused the dra¬ 
matic melt, but years like 
this one show something 
bigger is happening. 

This milestone is a “substan¬ 
tial step” to the day when 
there will be no significant 
sea ice in the Arctic in the 
summer, said NASA chief 
scientist Waleed Abdalati. 
“Why do we care?,” Ab¬ 
dalati, an ice scientist, 
asked. “This ice has been 
an important factor in de¬ 
termining the climate and 
weather conditions under 
which modern civilization 
has evolved.” 

Scientists sometimes call 
the Arctic the world’s refrig¬ 
erator and this is like leav¬ 
ing the fridge door open. 


Scambos said. 

“This is kind of a knob on 
global weather," Wagner 
said. “We don't know the 
impact yet” of fiddling with 
it. 

Scientists say Arctic sea 
ice helps moderate tem¬ 
peratures further south in 
the winter and summer. 
A study earlier this year in 
the peer-reviewed journal 
Geophysical Research Let¬ 
ters linked some of the fac¬ 
tors behind Arctic sea ice 
loss to higher probabilities 
of extreme weather “such 
as drought, flooding, cold 
spells and heat waves." 
Scientists also say sea ice is 
crucial for polar bears and 
other animals. 

Wagner said the changes 
in Arctic sea ice fits with 
glacier loss in Alaska and 
Canada and ice loss in 
Greenland. Earlier this sum¬ 
mer, NASA satellites re¬ 
ported a dramatic melt in 
Greenland, where nearly 
every part of its massive 
ice sheet started melting, 
something that last hap¬ 
pened in 1889. 

Ohio State University ice 
scientist Jason Box has 
been monitoring Green¬ 
land, where he said tem¬ 
peratures have sometimes 
been 9 to 18 degrees 
warmer than normal this 
summer and the ice is re¬ 
flecting far less heat — and 
thus absorbing more ener¬ 
gy — than ever before. 
Global warming physics 
for years has been saying 
if greenhouse gases are 
causing climate change, 
the Arctic will feel it first with 
loss of sea ice and melt in 
snow and ice on land. Box 
said. 

“We're in a declining trend 
because the Earth is get¬ 
ting warmer,” Scambos 
said. “It’s going to continue 
to be a series of shrinking 
ice extents year by year... 
We're not going back.”Q 
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Massage and escort service 

Fick-np & Delivery 24/7 

Serving Men-Couples* Women 
All Genders 

Red Light Tour 
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The best in the Caribbean 




Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service * We Guarantee 

A 3- Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week, ANYTIME * Quality, Service & Reliability 
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This Jan. 10, 2012 file photo shows television personality Rosie 
O’Donnell, right, and her girlfriend Michelle Rounds at the Na¬ 
tional Board of Review awards gala in New York. 

Associated Press 


Rosie O’Donnell: I’m 
married, sell ng art on eBay 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rosie 
O’Donnell has announced 
that she married her fian¬ 
cee Michelle Rounds in a 
private ceremony in June, 
just days before Rounds 
had surgery to treat des¬ 
moid tumors. 

The 50-year-old TV person¬ 
ality also said Monday on 
her blog that she is selling 
original paintings on eBay 
to raise money for the Des¬ 
moid Tumor Research Foun¬ 
dation. 

A spokeswoman for 
O’Donnell confirmed the 
nuptials and fundraising ef¬ 
forts. 

Rounds was diagnosed 
with desmoid tumors in 


June. She and O’Donnell 
wed in New York June 9, 
and Rounds underwent sur¬ 
gery June 14. Desmoid tu¬ 
mors occur rarely and can 
affect almost any area of 
the body. The tumors can 
be fatal. 

O'Donnell has had health 
issues of her own. She said 
Aug. 20 that she recently 
suffered a heart attack.q 
This Feb. 26, 2012 file pho¬ 
to shows Anna Faris, left, 
and Chris Pratt at the 84th 
Academy Awards in the 
Flollywood section of Los 
Angeles. Faris has given 
birth to a baby boy, her 
first child with her actor hus¬ 
band Chris Pratt.□ 


It's a boy, prematurely, 
for actress Anna Faris 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Anna 
Faris has given birth to a 
baby boy, her first child 
with actor husband Chris 
Pratt. 

A spokeswoman for the 
couple says their son. Jack, 
“arrived earlier than ex¬ 
pected and will be spend¬ 
ing some time” in the neo¬ 
natal intensive care unit. 
Publicist Dominique Appel 
said Monday “the happy 


parents thank you for your 
warm wishes and ask that 
you honor their privacy dur¬ 
ing this time.” 

She offered no other de¬ 
tails. 

The 35-year-old Faris and 
33-year-old Pratt were mar¬ 
ried in 2009. She recently 
shared the screen with Sa¬ 
cha Baron Cohen in “The 
Dictator.” He is a star of TV’s 
“Parks and Recreation. ”□ 
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Superman, Wonder Woman 
lock lips as power couple 



This comic book image released by DC Entertainment shows 
Wonder Woman and Superman kissing from the “Justice League 
12” issue. 


Associated Press. 


MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Won¬ 
der Woman and Super¬ 
man are an item, locking 
lips in a passionate em¬ 
brace as the pair realize 
that there’s no one out 
there like them. 

The couple’s kiss is the cul¬ 
mination of a dramatic sto¬ 
ry in “Justice League" No. 
12, which marks the first full 
year since DC relaunched 
its stable of heroes with 
new stories, new costumes 
and revised origins. 

DC Comics co-publish¬ 
er Jim Lee, who has drawn 
each issue of “Justice 
League” since its debut, 
called the canoodling in 
Wednesday’s issue not a 
stunt or an alternate real¬ 
ity smooch. “This has been 
in the works for some time 
and we certainly wouldn't 
have pulled the trigger on 
without there being great 
creative benefit to the liai¬ 
son,” he said in an email. 
“Beyond the joy and sor¬ 
rows of new love, there are 
potentially huge ramifica¬ 
tions and dramatic ways 
this single relationship be¬ 
tween these iconic char¬ 
acters will change the en¬ 
tire political and interper¬ 
sonal landscape of the DC 
Universe.” The characters 
have long formed, with 
Batman, the triumvirate of 
DC Entertainment's heroes 
and are among the most 
powerful and best-known. 
In the 1980s, the pair had 
a brief fling but Superman 
went on to marry Lois Lane. 
They also kissed in Frank 
Miller’s “Dark Knight Strikes 
Again" a decade ago. In 
a 2006 epilogue to 1996’s 
“Kingdom Come,” the cou¬ 


ple asks Bruce Wayne, aka 
Batman, to stand as godfa¬ 
ther to their unborn child. 
Since DC relaunched its 
characters and universe 
nearly a year ago, some of 
the origins have changed 
— Wonder Woman is now 
the daughter of Zeus — 
and the costumes have, 
too. 

One aspect that did not 
survive the relaunch: Lois 
Lane's role as Superman's 
love. She’s still around, but 
the two have never dated, 
nor are they likely to. 

Geoff Johns, who writes 
“Justice League” is laying 


out a story that looks not 
only at the couple but the 
effects on others, too, Lee 
said. 

“The way Geoff unfolds the 
story and the implications 
of two of the most power¬ 
ful characters in the DCU 
becoming a team is some¬ 
thing that goes beyond the 
question of ‘What about 
Lois and Clark?'” Lee said. 
“This is a statement to every 
nation and geopolitical or¬ 
ganization in the entire DC 
Universe giving creative 
teams ample material to 
explore this relationship on 
so many different levels.”□ 


Fire hits Tyler Perry studios in US 


ATLANTA (AP) — Firefighters 
are battling a blaze at film¬ 
maker Tyler Perry’s Atlanta 
studios, the second fire in 
the past four months at the 
complex. 

Details of the fire late Mon¬ 
day morning were not im¬ 
mediately available, but 
video from WSB-TV showed 


about two-dozen firefight¬ 
ers on the roof of a building 
at the complex. 

There were no reports of 
any injuries. 

On May 1, more than 100 
firefighters battled a blaze 
that ripped through a sim¬ 
ulated streetscape at the 
studios, sending flames 


about six stories into the sky. 
Atlanta Fire Chief Kel¬ 
vin J. Cochran has said 
the cause of the May fire 
would be recorded as un¬ 
determined. Cochran said 
the intensity of the May fire 
consumed any evidence 
that would lead to a cause 
of ignitionO 
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Clooney aids Obama campaign with Geneva fundraiser 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) —George 
Clooney headlined a 
fundraiser Monday that 
took in more than a half¬ 
million dollars for Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama's 
re-election campaign, 
the second dinner this 
year where the actor 
has turned his A-list mag¬ 
netism into political gold. 
Clooney raised almost 
$15 million for Obama’s 
campaign at Clooney’s 
Los Angeles home in 
May. This time he turned 
to Geneva, the Euro¬ 
pean hub of the United 
Nations and a global 
center for international 
organizations, gover¬ 
nance and business, to 
pull in a more modest 
amount for the presi¬ 
dent's re-election effort. 
Organizers said they had 
taken in at least $625,000 
from U.S. donors for 
Obama’s campaign, 
including many who 
were flying in to Geneva 
for the one-night event 
from around the world. 
Americans Abroad for 
Obama, the event’s 
sponsor, says on its Web 
site that guests are pay¬ 
ing $15,000 per person 
to dine with Clooney, 
$5,000 for a photo with 
him and $1,000 to at¬ 
tend a reception before 
the dinner. 

The event was being 
co-hosted by Geneva- 
based American law¬ 



U.S. actor George Clooney has his picture taken with fans as he arrives surrounded by security for 
a dinner to raise funds for the re-election of US President Barack Obama, in Geneva, Switzerland, 
Monday, August 27, 2012. 

Associated Press 


yer Charles C. Adams 
Jr. and Matthew Barzun, 
Obama’s campaign fi¬ 
nance chairman. The 
gourmet dinner was 
being held at Adams’ 
home in a historic part of 
the city overlooking Lake 
Geneva, where Adams 
held a previous fundrais¬ 
er for Obama in 2008. 
About 100 people were 
booked for the reception 
beforehand, also in the 
Old City, and 35 people 
were attending the pri¬ 
vate dinner at Adams’ 
home that was prepared 
by Le Lion d'Or, an ex¬ 
pensive restaurant in Co- 


logny, one of Geneva’s 
wealthiest areas. 
Clooney arrived in Ge¬ 
neva from the villa where 
he typically spends time 
during the summer on 
northern Italy's Lake 
Como. Obama cam¬ 
paign officials in Wash¬ 
ington confirmed the at¬ 
tendance figures but de¬ 
clined further comment. 
The president has called 
the actor and director 
a good friend who tries 
to keep his distance so 
Obama won’t be criti¬ 
cized for hanging out 
with Hollywood celeb¬ 
rities. In an interview 


with Entertainment To¬ 
night earlier this month, 
Obama said he got to 
know Clooney through 
his work on Sudan when 
Obama was in the U.S. 
Senate. Clooney has led 
campaigns to end the 
conflict in Darfur, Sudan, 
and for more humani¬ 
tarian aid for millions of 


people caught up in the 
fighting. 

The Democratic presi¬ 
dent and Republican 
challenger Mitt Romney 
have both been aggres¬ 
sively hunting for cam¬ 
paign money overseas, 
seeking any advantage 
in a tight race that’s 
expected to stay that 
way into the fall. Each 
has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in 
this fashion, not includ¬ 
ing the sums raised over¬ 
seas by both party com¬ 
mittees, though it is just 
a fraction of the more 
than $300 million Obama 
has raised overall and 
the $155 million raised by 
Romney. 

American citizens and 
green-card holders 
can legally donate re¬ 
gardless of where they 
live, subject to the 
$2,500-per-person con¬ 
tribution limit that applies 
to those living stateside. 
U.S. law bans foreigners 
from contributing to po¬ 
litical campaigns. Cam¬ 
paigns, the parties and 
political committees are 
expected to review do¬ 
nors and reject any ineli¬ 
gible contributions.□ 


Shia LaBeouf discusses his 
nudity in music video 


Director Tony Scott cremated; 
scholarship created 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Director Tony Scott has been cre¬ 
mated, and his widow will keep his remains at their Los 
Angeles-area home. 

The information is included on Scott’s death certificate, 
which was released Monday. 

The document doesn’t include a formal determination 
of Scott's cause of death. Coroner’s officials expect it will 
take several weeks to finalize their investigation, but they 
are treating his case as a probable suicide. 

The “Top Gun" director jumped from a bridge into Los An¬ 
geles Harbor on Aug. 19. Family and close friends gath¬ 
ered over the weekend to honor the British-born director 
at a private memorial. 

His family also announced Monday that they have ere- In this Oct. 26, 2010 file photo, 
...... , ,, \ '....,. director Tony Scott arrives at 

ated a memorial scholarship at the American Film Institute the prem j ere Q f “Unstoppable” 

to help future filmmakers and honor his creative legacy. j n Los Angeles. 

The last film Scott directed was 2010’s “Unstoppable.” □ Associated Press 



NATALIE ROTMAN 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Just 
because Shia LaBeouf ap¬ 
pears completely nude in 
the new Sigur Ros video 
and has said he's willing 
to perform real sex acts 
in Lars Von Trier’s upcom¬ 
ing “The Nymphomaniac,” 
that doesn’t mean he’s go¬ 
ing through an exhibitionist 
phase. 

The 26-year-old actor says 
he's “not choosing to be 
naked all the time" and 
that he “didn’t get into 
(acting) to be a porn guy.” 
“We were just playing char¬ 
acters,” he explains. 

Still, the 8'A -minute video 



Shia LaBeouf attends a screen¬ 
ing of “Lawless” hosted by The 
Weinstein Company and The 
Cinema Society on Monday, 
Aug. 13, 2012 in New York. 
Associated Press 


for “Fjogur Piano” shows the “Transformers” star naked 
and caressing the bare breasts of his female co-star. He 
said people have been responding well to the video so he 
feels “quite confident” about his performance. 

LaBeouf does not get naked in “Lawless," opening 
Wednesday, about a West Virginia moonshine business 
during the Prohibition era.Q 
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Starving The Future 


Too Late To Shake That Etch A Sketch 


CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2012 New York Times 
America is in trouble. 

Emerging economic powers 
China and India are heavily in¬ 
vesting in educating the world’s 
future workers while we squab¬ 
ble about punishing teachers 
and coddling children. 

This week, the Center for Ameri¬ 
can Progress released a report 
titled “The Race That Really Mat¬ 
ters: Comparing U.S., Chinese 
and Indian Investments in the 
Next Generation Workforce.” 
The findings were breathtaking: 

— Half of U.S. children get no 
early childhood education, and 
we have no national strategy to 
increase enrollment. 

— More than a quarter of U.S. 
children have a chronic health 
condition, such as obesity or 
asthma, threatening their ca¬ 
pacity to learn. 

— More than 22 percent of U.S. 
children lived in poverty in 2010, 
up from about 17 percent in 
2007. 

— More than half of U.S. post¬ 
secondary students drop out 
without receiving a degree. 
Now compare that with the re¬ 
port’s findings on China. It esti¬ 
mates that “by 2030, China will 
have 200 million college gradu¬ 
ates - more than the entire U.S. 
work force,” and points out that 
by 2020 China plans to: 

— Enroll 40 million children in 
preschool, a 50 percent in¬ 
crease from today. 

— Provide 70 percent of chil¬ 
dren in China with three years of 
preschool. 

— Graduate 95 percent of Chi¬ 
nese youths through nine years 
of compulsory education (that’s 
165 million students, more than 
the U.S. labor force). 

— Ensure that no child drops out 
of school for financial reasons. 

— More than double enrollment 
in higher education. 

And the report also points out 
that “by 2017, India will gradu¬ 
ate 20 million people from high 
school - or five times as many as 
in the United States.” 

As I have mentioned before, 
a book written last year by Jim 
Clifton, the chairman of Gallup, 
called “The Coming Jobs War,” 
pointed out that of the world’s 
5 billion people over 15 years 
old, 3 billion said they worked or 
wanted to work, but there are 
only 1.2 billion full-time, formal 
jobs. 

This should make it crystal clear 
to every American that we 
don’t have any time - or stu¬ 
dents - to waste. Every child in 


this country must be equipped 
to perform. The country’s future 
financial stability depends on it. 
As if to underscore that point, 
the Center for American Prog¬ 
ress pointed out that “between 
2000 and 2008, China gradu¬ 
ated 1.14 million people in the 
STEM, or Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math, subjects; 
the United States graduated 
496,000.” 

But instead of dramatically up¬ 
ping our investment in our chil¬ 
dren’s education so that they’ll 
be able to compete in a future 
that has more educated foreign 
job seekers, we seem to be mov¬ 
ing in the opposite direction. A 
White House report issued last 
Saturday noted that: 

“Since the end of the recession 
in June 2009, the economy lost 
over 300,000 local education 
jobs. The loss of education jobs 
stands in stark contrast to every 
other recovery in recent years, 
under Republican and Demo¬ 
cratic administrations.” 

Not only is our education system 
being starved of investment, but 
many of our children are literally 
too hungry to learn. 

A survey of kindergarten through 
eighth-grade teachers released 
this week by Share Our Strength, 
a nonprofit that seeks to end 
child hunger, found that 6 in 10 
of those teachers say “students 
regularly come to school hungry 
because they are not getting 
enough to eat at home,” and 
“a majority of teachers who see 
hunger as a problem believe 
that the problem is growing.” 
The report quotes a teacher 
in the Midwest as saying, “The 
saddest are the children who 
cry when we get out early for a 
snow day because they won’t 
get lunch.” 

It is in this environment that Rep. 
Paul Ryan proposes huge cuts 
to food assistance programs. 
As the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities points out, Ryan’s 
plan “includes cuts in SNAP (for¬ 
merly known as the food stamp 
program) of $133.5 billion - more 
than 17 percent - over the next 
10 years (2013-22), which would 
necessitate ending assistance 
for millions of low-income fami¬ 
lies, cutting benefits for millions 
of such households, or some 
combination of the two.” 

Rep. Todd Akin, he of “legiti¬ 
mate rape” infamy, even said 
earlier this month that the fed¬ 
eral government should stop 
financing the National School 
Lunch Program altogether. That 
man is just a font of humanity. 
We will need to make choices 
as we seek to balance the na¬ 
tion’s budget and reduce the 
deficit, but cutting investments 
in our children is horribly short¬ 
sighted. 

And, as we pursue educational 
reforms, beating up on teach¬ 
ers - who are underpaid, over¬ 
worked and always blamed - is 
a distraction from the real prob¬ 
lem: We’re being outpaced in 
producing the employees of the 
future. 

We’re cutting back, while our 
children’s future competitors 
are plowing ahead.Q 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - So now comes 
the Big Reveal? 

Not the stripper in Tampa made 
up to resemble Sarah Palin, but 
something far more intriguing. 
Will Mitt Romney use his Florida 
convention to finally peel away 
the layers of opacity and show 
us who he really is? 

Nah. 

Romney told The Wall Street 
Journal that he won’t indulge 
those who want him to “lie down 
and let it all out”; he won’t be 
personalized “like I’m a piece of 
meat”; he won’t do a version of 
“This Is Your Life”; and he won’t 
“take everybody to my child¬ 
hood home and say, ‘Here’s 
where I rode my bicycle.’” 

Even if he wanted to, Mitt 
couldn’t reveal himself. He has 
recast his positions so many 
times, he doesn’t seem to know 
who he is. 

He presents himself as a uniter 
who disdains negative cam¬ 
paigning, and then in the next 
breath, in his home state of 
Michigan on Friday, he makes 
a cheesy birther crack about 
the president - a bat’s squeak 
calling to the basest emotions - 
especially bizarre given that his 
own father was born out of the 
country, in Mexico, with a ques¬ 
tionable right to run for presi¬ 
dent. 

Being a merchant of doubt, 
spreading canards under the 
guise of humor, is a nasty busi¬ 
ness. 

Even Bob Dole, known as the 
conservative Hatchet Man in 


his day, is warning that his party 
could curdle if it doesn’t start 
appealing to ethnic minorities, 
young people and the “main¬ 
stream,” and stand up to the 
far-right lunacy. The GOP has 
veered so far right that Jack 
Kemp, Dole’s running mate in 
1996, now looks like Teddy Ken¬ 
nedy compared with Kemp’s 
protege Paul Ryan. 

“We have got to be open,” the 
89-year-old Dole told The Daily 
Telegraph of London. “We can¬ 
not be a single-issue party or 
a single-philosophy party.” He 
added that he was concerned 
about the “undercurrent of rigid 
conservatism where you don’t 
dare not toe the line.” 
Sometimes pols pander so much 
they never find their way back 
to their core, or try to find their 
way back too late. 

Romney seems to be forever on 
a journey out of vagueness, an 
endless search for identity. 

Even teaming up with the most 
policy-specific Republican 
House member in a bid for re¬ 
flected ideological clarity has 
not worked. Rather than Mitt’s 
gaining focus, Paul Ryan is los¬ 
ing it. When he was put on the 
ticket, Ryan had an aggressive 
record of fighting against abor¬ 
tion, even in cases of rape and 
incest. He also had a reputation 
for sticking to his convictions, 
despite the political conse¬ 
quences. But he told reporters 
he would abide by Romney’s 
view that abortions should be 
allowed in cases of rape and 
incest. On Thursday, asked dur¬ 
ing a TV interview in Roanoke, 
Va., whether a woman should 
be able to get an abortion if she 
was raped, he replied: “I’m very 
proud of my pro-life record, and 
I’ve always adopted the idea, 
the position that, the method of 
conception doesn’t change the 
definition of life.” But he also said 
he would adapt to Romney’s 
position, which he described as 
“a vast improvement of where 
we are right now.” 

Ryan’s budget proposed the 


same $716 billion in 10-year 
Medicare savings that President 
Barack Obama did in his health 
care law. But now Mitt says he’ll 
restore those payments to health 
care providers, payments he as¬ 
serts - wrongly - that Obama 
“robbed” from Medicare. Ryan 
is echoing the attack with more 
vitriol than his new master. 

We will be told in the next few 
days what a wonderful father 
and grandfather Romney is, and 
that is no doubt true. But being 
the son of a onetime presidential 
aspirant and the privileged pa¬ 
triarch of a coddled clan should 
not be sufficient reasons to be 
promoted to the Oval Office. 
Romney may remove a few 
bricks, but he will likely leave 
intact the walls encircling Mor- 
monism, his Mormon tithing, the 
cult of Bain, hidden tax returns, 
and the job that dare not speak 
its name - moderate governor 
of Massachusetts. 

Poor Eric Fehrnstrom. The Rom¬ 
ney spokesman got in trouble in 
March when he was asked how 
the candidate would pivot from 
far-right positions in the GOP pri¬ 
maries to more centrist ones in 
the general election. 

“Well, I think you hit a reset but¬ 
ton for the fall campaign,” he 
said. “Everything changes. It’s 
almost like an Etch A Sketch. 
You can kind of shake it up and 
restart all over again.” 

Already suspicious conservatives 
pounced on the remark as proof 
that Mitt would say anything to 
get elected. But Romney never 
did shake up the Etch A Sketch. 
He remains too insecure about 
his base. Romney and Obama 
are both running for their bases 
- and Mitt is running from his own 
elusive better angels. 

And that is what’s disturbing 
about the prospect of a Presi¬ 
dent Romney. 

Even though he once seemed 
to have sensible, moderate 
managerial instincts, he won’t 
stop ingratiating himself with the 
neo-Neanderthals. That’s the 
biggest reveal of all. Q 
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Gangs’ truce buys El Salvador a tenuous peace 


RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD 
© 2012 New York Times 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 

- They had faced off many 
times before, on the streets, 
with guns in their hands. But 
when top leaders of two of the 
hemisphere’s most violent street 
gangs sat across from each 
other in the stifling air of a maxi¬ 
mum security prison here this 
year, the encounter had a very 
different aim: peace. 

With a military chaplain and a 
former lawmaker officiating, 
the imprisoned gang leaders 
held a moment of silence for 
the thousands of people their 
street armies had killed. After 
a few more meetings - and 
the government’s concession 
to transfer 30 of the leaders to 
less-restrictive conditions - they 
shook hands on a pact to put 
an end to the killings. 

“We said we have to talk be¬ 
cause things are getting out of 
hand,” said Carlos Tiberio Val- 
ladares, a leader serving time 
for murder who has tattoos of 
his gang etched across his face. 
“No one is going to tell you they 
want their kids to continue on 
this path.” 

Five months later, the truce en¬ 
dures in El Salvador, long one 
of the most violent countries in 
the Americas. With 30,000 to 
50,000 members and weaponry 
that includes assault-style rifles 
and grenades, the two gangs 
are virtual armies that have the 
power to affect the security of 
the entire region - and they 
have used it to terrorize popu¬ 
lations still weary from years of 
civil war and instability. 

Now the truce is moving this 
country in the opposite direc¬ 
tion, authorities contend, lead¬ 
ing to a precipitous drop in 
violence. But others question 
whether the government should 
have essentially made what 
some consider a pact with the 
devil for the public good. 

“This is a historic moment in El 
Salvador,” said Alex Sanchez, a 
former Salvadoran gang mem¬ 
ber who directs Homies Unidos, 
an anti-violence program in Los 
Angeles. “If we lose this mo¬ 
ment, we lose the moment of a 
lifetime.” 

Homicides in this country of 6 
million people are down 32 per¬ 
cent in the first half of this year, 
to an average of about six a 
day from 14; kidnappings have 
fallen 50 percent; and extortion 
has declined nearly 10 percent, 
according to the Salvadoran 
security ministry, which attri¬ 
butes the drop largely to the 
truce. 

The peace talks involved the re¬ 
gion’s two largest gangs, Mara 
Salvatrucha and Barrio 18, 
which trace their roots to Los An¬ 
geles. Their ranks mushroomed 
in the United States after young 
men fled Central America’s civil 
strife in the 1980s. When many 
were later deported for crimes 
in the United States, the gangs 
formed large affiliates in El Sal¬ 


vador and neighboring coun¬ 
tries. 

In a string of attacks two years 
ago that killed more than 16 
people, gang members held 
up passengers on city buses 
and burned one bus while it 
was filled with riders. One of 
the gang leaders brokering the 
truce was part of a gang that 
kidnapped and killed the young 
son of a businessman. Some 


gang members have served as 
foot soldiers for drug trafficking 
organizations based in Mexico. 
At the first truce meeting, hot 
stares fed the tension, accord¬ 
ing to those present. About 
200 soldiers stood nearby in 
case the sit-down dissolved 
into bloodshed and ignited the 
thousands of gang members 
that the leaders command 
from behind prison walls. 

These prisoners, some branded 


head to toe with gang tattoos, 
now speak of a new day. They 
raise the prospect of working in¬ 
stead of stealing to make ends 
meet. They liken the truce, how¬ 
ever fragile, to the peace ac¬ 
cords that halted the 12-year 
civil war here in 1992. 

“We have shown good will,” 
said Victor Antonio Garcia, a 
Barrio 18 leader deported from 
Los Angeles. “But now the gov¬ 


ernment has to get involved. 
We need, like, an affirmative 
action law here for gang mem¬ 
bers who quit and need jobs.” 
The truce has made for some 
head-spinning moments. 

Gang leaders sat down last 
month with Jose Miguel Insulza, 
the secretary general of the Or¬ 
ganization of American States, 
who, as if at a summit meet¬ 
ing of regional leaders, called 
the truce a promising turn in 


stemming the tide of violence 
in Central America. Later, six 
masked men symbolically laid 
down high-powered weapons 
at his feet. 

“If the presence of the OAS 
secretary general helps in this 
peace proposal, I will be here,” 
Insulza said. 

Many remain skeptical that the 
truce will stick, noting the lack 
of alternatives for young men 
in poor neighborhoods. After 
a sizable drop, the number of 
homicides rose again early this 
month, and reports of extortion 
and disappearances remain 
high, leading the chief medical 
examiner to warn that the pact 
“may be in danger of fractur¬ 
ing.” The truce did not halt all 
members’ ruthless ways. Some 
who have violated the truce 
have been killed themselves, 
according to gang leaders and 
a social worker involved in the 
talks. Gang leaders say they 
cannot control all their mem¬ 
bers. 

That some violence continues 
was evident this month at the 
morgue, where Wendy Maritza 
Rodriguez wailed “Oh, my love! 
My love!” as workers removed a 
white sheet from the corpse of 
her nephew, who was a mem¬ 
ber of the Mara Salvatrucha 
gang. He was killed, she sur¬ 
mised, for trying to quit. 

“If you try to do something else 
with your life, they kill you,” she 
said, wiping away tears. 

The government at first denied 
any involvement with the truce 
and then announced it was 
accommodating a peace ef¬ 
fort pushed by Roman Catholic 
Church leaders, social work¬ 
ers and gang members. The 
prison agency acknowledged 
it had agreed to move the 
gang leaders out of maximum 
security, provide televisions and 


make other concessions, like 
increased visiting rights, to en¬ 
courage the truce. 

“What I don’t see as viable 
is basing a state policy on a 
nonaggression agreement be¬ 
tween criminal bands,” the col¬ 
umnist Luis Lainez wrote in La 
Prensa Grafica, a leading news¬ 
paper. Officials in neighboring 
Honduras, themselves wrestling 
with out-of-control violence, 
call the truce worthy of study. 
But American officials have 
kept their distance. 

“We think that, yes, it has re¬ 
duced crime, but long-range, 
sustainably, we feel that we 
have to address the root causes 
in order to be effective and for 
any reduction to be sustain¬ 
able,” said Mari Carmen Apon¬ 
te, the American ambassador. 
She said the embassy had re¬ 
cently stepped up efforts to 
improve after-school programs 
and community policing. Gov¬ 
ernment officials in Guatemala, 
where gang leaders are said to 
be considering a truce, have 
dismissed the idea of participat¬ 
ing in any way. 

Raul Mijango, a former lawmak¬ 
er who is a chief mediator in the 
Salvadoran effort, said the se¬ 
curity minister, David Munguia 
Payes, whom he befriended af¬ 
ter the civil war, broached the 
idea of getting the gangs talk¬ 
ing last fall, without specifically 
mentioning a truce or offering 
government help. 

Mijango said he later enlisted 
Monsignor Fabio Colindres, 
the military chaplain, and be¬ 
gan serious discussions with the 
gangs in January that ultimately 
led to the idea of a truce. 
Munguia, the security minister, 
said he doubted he would per¬ 
sonally sit down with the gang 
leaders, citing the govern¬ 
ment’s official position that it 
would not negotiate with crimi¬ 
nals. But he also spoke of the 
truce as part of a “new strate¬ 
gy” toward stemming violence. 
“Many thought it would last a 
month, and now it’s been five 
months,” he said. 

Behind bars, the hopeful talk 
of peace is tempered with a 
growing impatience. 

“This peace process is hard to 
maintain,” said Garcia, the Bar¬ 
rio 18 leader. 

Ludwig Rivera, 28, a Barrio 18 
leader with tattoos nearly cov¬ 
ering his face, said: “It’s not that 
the truce is weak. We feel it is 
strong. But the lack of involve¬ 
ment of the authorities and the 
public could make it weak. They 
all think we are animals, but we 
have rights and we are taking 
a step, so they should take a 
step” by investing in rehabilita¬ 
tion programs. 

The rival gangs are still kept in 
separate prisons, lest they go 
after each other. 

“We are not there yet,” Rivera 
said of the idea of sharing a cell 
with a Mara Salvatrucha mem¬ 
ber. “The feelings are still too 
strong.”□ 



Members of a police anti-gang force search men in San Salvador, El Salvador. Aug. 24, 2012. 
Authorities believe peace talks involving the two largest street gangs in the country, the Mara 
Salvatrucha and Barrio 18, have led to a precipitous drop in violence in El Salvador, one of the 
hemisphere’s most violent countries. 

(Tomas Munita/The New York Times) 



Leaders of the Mara Salvatrucha gang at the Ciudad Barrios 
prison in Ciudad Barrios, El Salvador, Aug. 24, 2012. Authorities 
believe peace talks involving the two largest street gangs in the 
country, the Mara Salvatrucha and Barrio 18, have led to a pre¬ 
cipitous drop in violence in El Salvador, one of the hemisphere’s 
most violent countries. 

(Tomas Munita/The New York Times) 



























